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‘ture for posterity to liquidate to the amount of 
thousands of millions of dollars. Itmay be asked, 
as the Hibernian did, ‘*What has posterity done 
for us, that we should care for it?’’ We do not 
care for it, because we intend to saddle it with an 
iycumbrance which it will be impossible to bear. 

jut posterity must sit in judgment upon the 
transactions and events now occurring. Posterity 
niust pass its unprejadiced and disinterested ver- 
dict upon what is being transacted in our day and 
veneration in this unfortunate country, Posterity, 
nol ourselves, must dispose of this great public 
debt which is rolling up at the rate of $1,000,- 
000,000 per annum beyond the legitimate revenue 
of the country. 

But the ordinary expenses of this war, arising 
partly from necessity, partly from corruption, are 
so enormous that the question we are discussing 
of the expediency or inexpediency of selling gold 
is of very little account. In 1861 the currency of 
this country consisted of $150,000,000 of bank 
notes of all denominations; $50,000,000 of frac- 
tional silver coin, and $40,000,000 of gold of all 
denominations, That currency was ample for all 
purposes at that time. ; 

Three years ago next August our experiments 
in paper money commenced, and we have already 
issued $1,000,000,000 of currency. We have in 
demand notes, payable in gold, $760,000,000. We 
have in greenbacks and legal tender $450,000,000. 
We have in two-year five per cent. legal tender, 
$50,000,000. We have in one-year legal tender, 
$20,000,000, Of postal currency we have $20,- 
000,000; and of fractional currency legal tender, 
$50,000,000. We have national currency, not 
legal tender, issued by the new banks, $6,000,000. 
Thus we have a total currency issued by the 
Government, and including the issues of the old 
banks, $1,000,000,000, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, is it not the bounden duty 
of the Congress of the United States to make 
some provision of a permanent character with 
reference tothis great question, instead of spend- 
ing our time from day to day legislating upon 
measures of trivial consequence? As was truth- 
fully and eloquently said by my colleague [Mr. 
Kernan] the other day, why are we disregarding 
the ruin staring us in the face, which must bring 
this war to a speedy close whether we will or 
not, by a collapse of the Treasury? 

I tell gentlemen if they are to prosecute this 
war, if they are to continue expenditures at the 
rate of the last three years, the end is nearer than 
they expect. It may be that God, in the infini- 
tude of His wisdom, may be working out this 
great problem on the continent of America ina 
way little suspected by us, the immediate actors 
in this sad tragedy now being performed before 
the world. 

| had risen, Mr. Speaker, more for the pur- 
pose of alluding to the great question than to the 
immediate subject before the House, and to ex- 
press the hope that at an early day this man so 
familiar with questions of finance, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, whose name has been sounded 
throughout America as a successful financier, 
may find time from the duties not directly per- 
taining to his Department, to take up this greater 
question, the finances of the country, and propose 
some system which shall enable us to sustain the 
public credit; thathe would, not relying upon the 
syccess of our armies, or on the price of gold in 
Wall street, devise some great system which will 
satir“y the public creditor, assuring him of the 
coustant liquidation of the cokia tobe, and the 
prompt payment of its interest, so that he may 
leave to posterity, as Alexander Hamilton left to 
posterity, a name that will live in history. 

Mr. KASSON. ‘In my judgment, the debate 
upon this question has waaiteten somewhat wide- 
ly from the resolution offered by the Committee 
of Waysand Means. I regret that the gentleman 
last upon the floor from New York [Mr. Fer- 
NAnDO Woop] should have seen fit, upona practi- 
cal proposition of this kind, which has not been 
Surpassed in practical importance by any question 
which has been presented to this House, to have 
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himself so far departed from the real question | 


before the House as-to renew the peace proposi- 
tions which, | believe, he has incorporated into 
every speech which he has addressed tothe House. 
I differ, wide as heaven from the earth, from his 
idea that because we do not accept that theory of 
his, the public debt of the country is now being 
increased to the magnitude and extent which we 
all understand. I will so far depart from the 
ueeptiate to which I shall soon return, as to say 
that if that gentleman and his audience, which 
though ‘* select’’ is certainly ** few,’’ both in this 
House and in the country, would lend their moral 
power, their efforts, and their powers of eloquence 
to unite the people of the North in solid phalanx 


to suppress the rebellion by force of arms this | 


debt of ours would soon cease to accumulate, and 
those soldiers with whom they profess so much 
sympathy at this time would be permitted early 
to return to their families and their homes. 

But, sir, | ask again, coming back to the ques- 
tion, what is this proposition before the House? 
It is not to sell, as was suggested I believe by my 
colleague on the Committee of Ways and Means 
from Ohio, [Mr. a muoneness) ie entire amount 
of gold in the Treasury of the United States. On 
the contrary, the discretion of the Secretary is 
limited to selling the surplus on hand not needed 
to pay the interest on the public debt and not 
needed for other purposes; and that is the express 
language of the resolution. 

Mr. PENDLETON, I rise merely to correct 
the impression which the gentleman seems to have 
that I made an erroneous statement as to the read- 
ing of this resolution. I understood it not to au- 
thorize a sale of the whole amount of gold on 
hand, but only of the surplus which the Secretary 
of the Treasury may think he hasonhand. Un- 
derstanding the resolution as well as I did, I cer- 
tainly did not mistake its provisions, and the 
gentleman has derived a wrong impression as to 
the person from whom that statement came. 

Mr. KASSON, That is probably the case; 
but one of the gentlemen upon the other side of 
the House who have opposed tiis resolution spoke 
distinctly about giving the Secretary power to put 
this seventeen or-eighteen millions on the market 
at once. ‘The resolution is especially guarded in 
that particular, and only gives the Secretary dis- 
cretion to sell that which is not required by the 
Government for the payment of interest on the 
public debt and for other purposes. 

And that brings me to the objection of the gen- 
tleman from New York on my left, (Mr. Brooxs,] 
who declares that we are here proposing to per- 
petrate a breach of the public faith which has 
been committed to the retention of every dollar 


of gold received into the Treasury of the United | 


States for customs. I submit to the gentleman 
that he is mistaken as to the character of the law. 
The law, which is before me, provides that the 
coin so paid in shall be set apart as a separate 
fund and applied first to the payment of interest, 
secondly to the payment of one per cent. of the 
public debt, and th 

shall be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Now, this resolution does not propose to touch 
one dollar of the coin in the Treasury which is 
appropriated specially for specific purposes, but 
it only relates to the surplus that shall exist in 


the Treasury beyond the wants of the Govern- | 


ment as now established by written law, and the 
discretion of the Secretary is limited to that ex- 
cess, and does not extend to the coin which is 
specially set apart and reserved by law. 

So much, | think, will satisfy the mind of any 
gentleman asto the proposition of the Committee 
of Ways and Means touching its conflict with 
the public faith. 
House who has a higher or deeper regard for the 
preservation of the public credit than myself. 1 
will labor to sustain it, tax to sustain it, fight to 
sustain it, and my voice will ever be lifted to sus- 
tain it. 

But the next objection runs against the ex- 
tent of the disoretion conferred. In reply I say 


ird that the residue thereof | 
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you cannot reach the remedy except by giving 
this discretion, And nothing in the Tuabaicl 
career of that officer should lead us to distrust 
his fidelity in the use of such a discretion. I 
challenge any gentleman upon the floor of the 
House to tell me in what solitary particular, in 
the exercise of the large discretion granted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, he has ever violated 
the pledges that existed by law or that existed in 
understandings between him and the financial 
people of the country. There is nota financial 
man in or outof New York who will not say to- 
day that the Secretary of the Treasury has faith- 
fully and honestly observed every obligation he 
has ever assumed in his transactions with them. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man from lowa if the Secretary of the Treasury 
has not already, previous to this time, disposed 
of gold from the Treasury, and in the manner in 
which it is proposed to give him authority to do 
it under this resolution? 

Mr. KASSON. WilFthe gentleman mention 
the Ume or the fact to which he refers? Does he 
make that charge? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not know that I ean 
give the time, but | understand that lr has here- 
tofore thrown gold upon the market in the man- 
ner proposed in this resolution. 

Mr. KASSON. My answer is, first, that I 
never understood sucha thing, and do not believe 
such a thing. If the genJeman knows it | ask 
him to state the authority on which he makes the 
charge. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was so informed by one 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means 
yesterday. That gentleman is here now and can 
speak for himself. 

Mr. KASSON. I hope that if any gentleman. 
knows any fact of that kind he will state it. ! 
have no such knowledge. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Will the gentle- 
man from lowa allow me to answer the inquiry 
made on the otber side of the House? In con- 
versation with the Secretary of the Treasury I 
learned : 

Mr. KASSON. If my friend from New York 
will allow me, perhaps | ought not to yield for a 
quotation of private conversation with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, unless the gentleman’s own 
discretion guide him in that particular, 1 believe 
that itis contrary to the usage of the House. Cer- 
tainly the Committee of Ways and Means has 
declined go refer to any such conversation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. The Secretary 
informed me that not one dollar in gold from the 
Treasury of the United States has ever been dis- 
posed sinkatooen to that law. 

Mr. KASSON. That concurs entirely with 
my own opinion, information, and belief. I pro- 
ceed to say that while this discretion, hitherto 
vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, has been 
by general consent, and so far as we know, used 
for the best interests of the country, I can see no 
objection to extending that discretion to the point 
proposed. 

‘Mr. ALLEY. If my friend from Iowa will 
allow me, I will say that a few days ago | was 
told by a gentleman who said he knew, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had in two or three in- 
stances thrown into market a considerable amount 
of gold; but I have since been informed by a high 
officer of the Government who knows all the facts, 
that nothing of the kind has ever occurred, and, 
further, that there was no authority of law for 
any such action, and nosuch sale was ever made. 

Mr KASSON. Again, sir, it comes to the 
same point—that nobody knows anything about 
it, and that the proper sources of authority have 
denied the existence of any such fact. ‘ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I refer the gentleman to 





|| one of the members of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means on the other side of the House, the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hooper. | 
~ Mr. HOOPER. Ifthe gentleman will have the 
goodness to state his question, 1 shall be very 
happy to answer. 


r. ELDRIDGE. I do not know the fact, 
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and Ido not make any euch charge; but ihe ques- 
tion that Lasked was whether the Secretary of the 
Treasury had not heretofore thrown gold upon 
the market. 

Mr. HOOPER. Not to my knowledge. My 
impression is very decided that he never has done 
it. If f have conveyed the contrary impression 
to the gentleman he misunderstood me. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 1 s0 understood the gen- 
tleman yesterday, in his conversation with my- 
neif and the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. HOOPER. The gentleman misunderstood 
me. idid not mean to convey any such impres- 
sion as that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
sold any gold out of the chee since this act 
war passed 

Mr. KASSON. Iam glad, on the whole, that 
this full interpellation has taken place, asit tends 
to destroy any suspicion that may have existed 
in any mind on the subject. Lam no political or 
personal partisan of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, but I will stand by him, asl will byevery man 
who is faithfully using the powers, whether great 


or small, which he possesses for the best interests | 


of the country; and I believe that this can be 
truthfully said of the present Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

This resolution, sir, does not run in conflict with 
any proposition of law? It is not dangerous as 
giving discretion that surpasses former financial 
discretions which have been granted and have 
been well employed. Now, sir, | wish to call the 
attention of the House to the existing condition 
of facts respecting gold. I said at the opening 
that it was a question of great practical import- 
ance, Itaffects this question of the relation be- 
tween gold and paper currency, every department 
of business, and every,partof the country. There 
is not a constituent of mine who buys a pound of 
tea who is not affected by this question; there is 
not n constituent of yours, Mr. Speaker, or mine, 
who buys a single article of necessity or luxury 
imported from abroad, who is not interested in 
this question; there is not a soldier in the Army, 
or a sailor in the Navy, who receives his pay 
from the United States, who is not interested in 
this question. 

Sir, just in proportion as you reduce the ine- 
quality between gold and currency, justin that pro- 
portion do you increase the value of that currency 
and enable the consumer to purchase any article 
in the market ata lower rate of value, enable him 
to get his money’s worth. 

Now, sir, if by virtue of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States this Government is accumulating gold 
in its Treasury beyond the legitimate wants of 
the Government for disbursement, I challenge any 
gentleman upon the floor of this House to tell me 
what right we have,as the representatives of the 
interests of the people of this country, to ocon- 
tinue to hoard this gold, inflating the premium 
thereby, and with it to inflate the price of every 
article that youand | and your constituents and 
my constituents have to purchase in this coun- 
try. 

The proposition is simply this, that justin pro- 
portion as you lock up the mainstay of commerce, 
the gold of the country, just in that proportion 
do you advance the price of everything we have 
to buy; justin proportion as you advance the 
price of gold itself do you enhance the price of 
everything that comes from abroad. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, such being the conditions 
of value, what do we find in the large cities of the 
country, and especially in the city of New York, 
from which the gentleman (Mr. Fernanpo W oop) 
comes, and to which most of the foreign goods 
imported into this country come? 

A few months ago, having occasion to visit my 
business agent in New York, as I passed downa 
principal street, | encountered a crowd collected 
on the sidewaik, extending down the steps into 
a subterranean apartment, and stretching away 
into the dark interior,and two or three policemen 
standing at the entrance, apparently engaged in 
preserving order, with an amount of noise and 
confusion that was the best illustration of the 
conception we have been taught to have ofancient 
Babel or modern Bedlam I ever witnessed, a tu- 
mult and uproar beyond the power of the imag- 
ination to conceive. There were men there of 
nearly all complexions, the features predominant 
ae hooked noses, bushy eyebrows, and long 
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I made my mag a last through the crowd to 
the office of my friend and asked him what was 


near to the great mart of business in the city of 
New York. He said no, it was the gold ex- 
change! There were fifty or ne hundred men 
combining in all the various phases of specula- 
tion to raise the price of gold and to inflate the price 
of every article which my constituents and yours 
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| have to buy; bringing, for the sake of advancing 
|| their own personal profit, inconvenience and loss 
‘upon the people of the whole country. Mr. 
|| Speaker, it would require a good deal of self-con- 
| trol upon the part of any man to prevent a blush 
1 of patriotism at the sight of such reckless specu- 
|| lation against public credit, Sir, | fear the com- 
| binations at these dens in New York—kept open, 
/as these men adjourn from one to another, for 
|| almost all hours of the day and night—more than 
'| I fear all the combinations of the rebel power at 
Richmond in their attempts to shake the public 
faith and break down the public credit. 

If it is in the power of this House to give au- 
thority to anybody in this Government who we 
believe will exercise that power for the best in- 
terests of the country, to break up that illegiti- 
mate traffic, | am for giving that power to its ut- 
most extent. 

I repent that itis in these financial transactions 
so called, not legitimate commerce, but illegiti- 
mate transactions, that the great danger and peril 
to the public credit exists. 

Whien the gentleman from New York last on 
the floor [Mr. Fernanpo Woop] says that this 
is a proposition to regulate the money market, | 
reply that on the contrary it is a proposition to 
allow legitimate merchants and regular traders to 
conduct their regular transactions without inter- 
ference on the part of Government by exhausting 
the market of the material most indispensable to 
their transactions. 

MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate was received, by 
Mr. Forney, their Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles; in which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the House: 

A bill (S. No. 81) to apportion the expenses of 
the levy courtin the county of Washington upon 
the basis of population; and 

A bill (S. No. 82) concerning notaries public for 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, that the Senate insist upon their amend- 
ments disagreed to by this House to the bill of 
the House (No. 122) to increase the internal rev- 
enue and for other purposes, and agree to a con- 
ference asked by the House upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and have ap- 

ointed Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. Hower, and Mr. 
OHNSON the managers at the said conference on 
the part of the Senate. 
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Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, it is proposed 
to allow the money market to regulate itself with- 
out the interference of the United States in thus 
accumulating the gold of the country. 

Now, sir, I pass to the objection raised by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bourwet.]} 
He proposes a substitute for the resolution re- 

orted by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
is substitute is to, allow the Secretary of. the 
eee to buy up interest coupons which are 
ultimately to be paid in gold, and thus restore 
the gold to those who possess the coupons. I 
am willing to commit to him that power. It is 
right he should do it, and to the extent that af- 
fords a remedy | should desire to see him have 
it. Yet I think the House will see with little re- 
flection that it only shifts the difficulty which now 
existsin the market. That difficulty ison the part 
of the merchant in buying gold necessary for the 
transactions of commerce in the city. What must 
he do under this proposition? He must buy cou- 
pons in lieu ‘oe: and take them to the Treasury 
for the gold. Thecouponsare gold. They will 
bear the same price with gold. Speculation affects 
them like gold. The merchant must pay the like 
premium to get them; coupon holders and gold 
holders will be identical and will combine. It is 
proposéd to do by indirection what is now done 
directly, It is the buying up of gold represented 
by gold coupons instead of gold represented by 
coin. As I havesaid,! have no objection to it as 
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anauxiliary proposition; sothat whenever a man, 
under any circumstances, can get interest coupons 
cheaper than he can get gold he*shall go to the 
Treasury and get gold for them in advance of 
their maturity. That is limited, however, by the 
amount of coupons offered and by the amount of 
gold in the public Treasury. But in addition to 
this the committee’s proposition is necessary for 
the purpose of preventing all those combinations 
to which I have alluded. 

The object of this resolution is to restore this 
—— gold into the channels of commerce, and 
undoubtedly its incidental effect will be to check 
the spirit of speculation so rife in New York. | 
wish the gentleman from New York, [Mr, 
Brooks,] who spoke early on this question, 
would go home to his constituents and lecture 
them on their indulgence of those luxurious hab- 
its respecting which he addressed us to-day. [| 
wish he would tell those gentlemen who are fill- 
ing their stores with diamonds and gold trinkets, 
silks and satins, that they ought to discourage 
importation of those luxurious articles instead of 
stimulating the luxurious tastes of our people. 
It is undoubtedly an evil in the land, and I wil! 
unite with him to check that evil and retain jin 
the country every useless dollar now sent abroad, 
I will go for an increase of the tariff so far as is 
consistent with the maintenance of the public 
credit. I will do anything tq get us back to a 
self-sustaining system as far as possible. 

One of the leading financial men on the conti- 
nent of Europe told me recently that the moment 
we got this rebellion so much down that it wasa 
question of time only, from two hundred to four 
hundred million dollars would come from Europe 
for investmentin securities of the United States— 
that it would seek our securities without our ask- 
ing. 

l regret from the bottom of my heart to hear 
gentlemen on the other side declare that we are 
on the eve of bankruptcy, or there is danger that 
our public credit will not be sustained. I have 
not the data here, but I have collected them, to 
show that with a moderate taxation we are abund- 
antly able to pay the public debt which is now 
being created, and upon which we are now pay- 
ing or shall have to pay interest. There is the 
property in the country to pay it; there is the en- 
ergy to pay it; and there is the patriotism in the 
country to pay it and sustain it. 

I beg therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the House 
will consider these propositions with reference to 
their immediate effect. Suppose that not a single 
dollar of gold is sold from the Treasury for three 
months, yet the very existence of this power upon 
the part of the Secretary to take a million, or two 
millions, or four millions, from time to time, to re- 
lieve the money market in New York, will render 
it almost impossible for men in the large cities to 
make what is called in the language of the brokers’ 
board a *‘ corner’’ in the gold market. They could 
not do it, for the existence of this power would 
knock the corner all to pieces. [| do not know 
that that is an expression of the brokers’ board, 
but such will be the effect. 

It is for this reason, in part, that I think it of 
the highest importance that this power should 
exist on the part of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. hat is the legitimate use of gold in this 
country? We want enough of it to pay the in- 
terest on out debt, and enough to pay duties, and 
pay our indebtedness abroad. Aside from that 
there is no legitimate demand for gold as anarticle 
of commerce in this country. We simply want 
it to pay our public liabilities at home, and, as far 
as foreign importations are concerned, to pay 
their duties at the custom-house, and to pay our 
indebtedness to foreign countries. There is an 
abundance of gold for those purposes. We are 
producing enough from day to day in the gold 
mines of this country to discharge every ove of 
those liabilities. By means of hoarding and mak- 
ing ‘* corners’’ these speculators are creating an 
artificial demand for gold; they are making time 
contracts for gold; they are speculating in it in all 
shapes; and this power will destroy that system 
of contracts. A man will not contract to take 
from you $1,000,000 of gald a month hence ata 
specified premium, when, perhaps, the day before 
the Secretary of the Treasury may have a surplus 
of four or five million dollars to put upon the 
market. There can nothing be plainer than this 
effect of the passage of this resolution. It will 
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approximate the price of gold to the om which 
meets the legitimate demand for it. do not care 
where you lodge the os if itis only safely | 
deposited and will produce thisresult, 

[ think my remarks have covered the principal 
objections, if not all, which have been raised by || 
the other side of the House. Since! stated a few | 
facts yesterday in explanation of the necessity of || 
this law, I am glad to find thatmy a con- | 
curred in by my colleague on the Committce-of 
Ways and Means from New York, (Mr. Stes- 
pins,] a gentleman whose large experience in 
financial operations in that city gives, more than 
any opinion of mine can give, confidence in the 
propriety of this measure. His testimony to its 
probable financial result and its efficiency would, 
aside from any opinion of mine, be conclusive 
upon my judgment. ; 

| ask the House, to the extent of its power, to 
relieve the country frem this venomous spirit of 
speculation in hostility to the best interests of the 
Government, by giving to the Secretary this in- 
cidental power, which we now propose, to relieve 
the regular market from the control of speculators 
and to reduce the difference between the value of 
currency and gold to a legitimate rate, propor- 
tioned to the supply and- demand for real trans- 
actions. 

Mr. DUMONT. Thisresolution, as I under- 
stand, comes from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I am always reluctant to disagree with 
them, and am always disposed to sustain them 
in whatever meets the approbation of my mind. 
The first gentleman from New York who spoke 
upon this matter [Mr. Brooks] seemed to be ex- 
ceedingly excited because, under the existing 
state of things, the importations of the country 
exceeded the exportations. | have read the his- 
tory of the country in vain if such has not fre- 
quently been the case in periods of profound 
peace. During the Administration of the younger 
Adams, the most economical Administration in 
the history of the country, an Administration 
under which the whole expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment amounted to only $13,000,000 a year, 
the importations of the country frequently ex- | 
ceeded the exportations. And now that half the 
ports of the country are closed, and half of the 
farming and mechanical interests of the country 
are withdrawn from their legitimate business, I 
think that no gentleman ought to be astonished 
that ata time like this, when the country is en- 
gaged in such a war as this, our importations 
should exceed our exportations. 

And the other gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Fernanpo Woop] is wonderfully astonished at 
theinflation of our circulating medium. I under- 
take to say, Mr. Speaker, that the history of no 
civilized and enlightened Government that is now 
known to the world affordsa single example of a 























war being carried on upona specie basis. Why, 
the gentleman himself conceded that. He said 


that the monarchies of the old world, when they 
are engaged in wars, are in the habit of debasing 
the coin of the country. Does he want the Uni- 
ted States to resort to that expedient at this time? 
Does he think that that would be a preferable 
measure to issuing the promissory notes of the 
Government, valid obligations that have hitherto 
been faithfully redeemed, which have entered into 
the circulating medium, and are sought after as 
the best currency of the country? 4df the gentle- 
man prefers the debasing of coin, making an eagle 
Worth ten times as much by legal enactment as 
its intrinsic value, then all I have to say in regard 
to that financial proposition is that it does not 
meet my approbation,and I do not think it would 
meet the approbation of any gentleman who re- 
flected well upon the subject. 

The gentleman held statistical information in 
his l.and, and he compared the amount of notes in 
circulation in the country at the commencement 
of the war with the amount in circulation now; 
he made the wonderful discovery that the circu- 
lation has vastly augmented within the last two 
or three years, and he came to the conclusion 
that it must be the result of this terrible war. 

ell, sir, that is a legitimate conclusion, almost 
as legitimate as that of the Hibernian who whena 
funeral was assing by, and being asked who was 
dead, replied; * Well, I don’t know, but presume 
it ts the gintleman in the coffin.” {Laughter.] | 





ee 





tis quite a logical inference, quite a legitimate 
conclusion, one on which he will find very few 
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|| are many ways to bring abouta peace. 
| is at the point of the bayonet; one way is at the 


| for the future. 
| specie basis, and that in all probability affords the 
key to the exceeding anxiety of these gentlemen | 
| to fall back on a specie basis. 
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gentlemen to differ with him, that all this has | against such men. And] am not willing to com- 
been occasioned by and has been the necessary || 


and legitimate result of this terrible strife in 
which we are engaged. 

[ understand the gentleman to be for peace; I 
also am for peace; and the only difference between 
us is that I am for peace upon the condition of 
the restoration of this Government in all its integ- 
rity, and he is for peace atallevents. Well, there 
One way 


point of the naked sword; one way is to crush out 
this rebellion b 
favor of putting itdown, Another way would be 
to concede all the rebels ask; to admit that they 


| waged war for a lawful cause, that the North is 


all in the wrong and they are all in the right, and 
that it is our duty to ground the weapons of our 
unholy warfare against them, to acknowledge 
their independence, and to give them guarantees 
Another way is to fall back ona 


Thatis the end of 
the war. That is the end of the war instantly. 
It cannot be prosecuted one single moment after 
we fall back upona specie basis. The history of 
the world may be searched in vain, the history 
of warfare may be conned over, every leaf ever 
written on the subject may be looked into; you 
cannot find the example of any civilized nation 
where a war of any kind, much less a war assum- 
ing such gigantic proportions as this terrible war 
does, has been carried on upon a specie basis. 

I therefore can say, Mr. Speaker, in all candor, 
that I oppose the passage of this resolution with 
great reluctance, and that I do not at all chime in 
with the gentlemen on the other side in their op- 
position to it. Their plan seems to be to give the 
Government a dig under the fifth rib. My oppo- 
sition to it is on a far different basis from theirs. 
I have no disposition to cavil with the Govern- 
ment. 
with the aid of my humble influence. 


itis to paralyze its arm and give aid and com- 
fort to the enemy. 


listened to the remarks ef the eloquent gentle- 
man from Iowa, [Mr. Kasson,] and would be 
exceedingly glad to be able toagree with him. | 
have justas much confidence as he hasin the able 
head of the Treasury Department. I would just 
as lief commit this power to him as to any man 
in the Government, or to any man who has been 
in the Government since the days of Alexander 
Hamilton, in point as well of integrity as of 
ability. 1 oppose the resolution therefore not out 
of any hostility to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
but because [ think it involves a violation of pub- 
lic faith. I believe that the law has already made 
anapplication of this money. The law provides 
that the duties on customs shall be collected in 
coin, so that the Government might have money 
enough to meet its obligations for the payment 
of interestin coin. It then declares that this coin 
shall be applied only in a certain way. | donot 
contend for a single moment that one Congress 
can bind another; but | think that if Congress 
pledges the faith of the Government, and if third 
parties intervene in transactions and act on that 
pledge, then other Congresses are bound by the 
pledge thus given. 

I do not interpret the act of Congress as the 
gentleman from lowa does. I say that it pledges 
this money to the creation of a sinking fund to 
be appifed to the payment of the publicdebt. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is not bound to take 
in the public debt at par. It is much better for 
him to go into the market and buy up the bonds 
of the Government than it is to throw the surplus 
gold on the market. I do not care how honest 
the Secretary of the Treasury may be, I do not 
care how good a financier he may be, ** where the 
carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered to- 
gether.’’ This resolution would convert the Treas- 
ury Department into a great broker’s shop; and 


It came not into power by my vote or | 
dut I have 
| no disposition to cavil with it when to cavil with 


I am opposed, however, to | 
| the passage of this resolution; and why? I have 


the brave soldiers that are in | 





nese 


the constituents of the gentleman would be seen | 


hovering around it like the eagles around a dead 
carcass. I have no doubt that the Secretary of 
the Treasury is an honest man, notwithstanding 
the character of those who surround him; but 
we must recollect that he is the successor of a 
Cobb, and that his successors may not be proof | 


mit this power to everybody who may by chance 


fa se to be Secretary of the Treasury. 


am not generally very much in favor of the 

o - 
amendments that are offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Cox;] but I concede that the 


/ amendment offered by him to this resolution isa 


very good one—that ts, that if the money is to be 
thrown upon the market itis to be sold in market 
overt. I shall support chat amendment witha view 


| of perfecting the resolution; but I think I shall 








be compelled to vote against the resolution itself. 
[have an amendment of my own which I shall 
offer, before I take my seat, as an additional pro- 
viso to the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio. I want to guard this matter in every 
way I can; and my amendment is that a sale of 
gold shall not take place without the consent of 
all the heads of the Departments. In our own 
State, Mr. Speaker, extraordinary power is _fre- 
quently vested in one of the executive officers; 
but he is prohibited from exercising that power 
without the advice and consent of his colleagues. 
I therefore send up the amendment which | pro- 
pose to offer to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman offers his 
amendment, I desire tosay that | propose to mod- 
ify mine somewhat, and as the modification may 
affect the gentleman’s amendment, I will state it 
at this time. I propose to make my amendment 
provide for giving public notice of at least five 
days before the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
sell any gold under this act; and further to give 
him pewer to withdraw any gold so offered from 
sale, if, in his judgment, the public interest re- 
quires it. 

Mr. DUMONT. That will not interfere with 
the amendment I propose to offer in the least. | 
propose further to place restrictions upon the 
operations to be carried on under this bill, if it 
shall become a law, by adding as follows: 

Provided further, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall not sell any gold under this act without the advice 
and consent of all the other Exeeutive Departments of the 
Government, and that the operation of this act shall cease 
in One year afler the passage of this act. 

One single word, Mr. Speaker, for [do not de- 
sire to take up the time of the House. I think 
this is a temporary measure. Itis not brought 
forward by those who advocate it as a permanent 
measure. There would be no surplus of gold in 
the Treasury if the laws were precisely what they 
should be. Let us therefore so amend our reve- 
nue laws as only to bring into the Treasury what 
gold is needed by the Government for disburse- 


| “« . e 
ment, and then if the House decide to authorize 


the Secretary of the Treasury to sell the surplus 
now on hand in the Treasury, let us indicate by 
our legislation that the authority for such sale is 
merely to meet the present exigency. 

Mr. COX. I wish to add just a word in sup- 
port of the amendment I have offered. I think if 
this proposition of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts is to pass atall, it should be with the amend- 
ment J have proposed—not that I favor the propo- 
sition atallin any shape. I have not been im- 
pressed, from the arguments | have heard upon 
the other side of the House, in its favor. From all 
I can learn | understand that at least fifteen million 
dollars more will be required to pay the interest 
on the public debt befote the Ist of July than will 
probably be received into the Treasury from cns- 
toms. n other words, the specie in the Treas- 
ury, if itis sold to-morrow, will have to be bought 
back again very soon afterwards. 

But, sir, I did not propose to discuss the gen- 
eral question at this time, but merely to makea 
remark in favor of my amendment. | understand 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to be opposed 
to my amendment because it will have the effect 
of producing combinations among bidders, and 
so prevent competition, and raise the price of gold, 
Well, sir, that is not the result of pursuing such 
a policy in other matters, and I am ata loss to see 
how the argument of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts in this regard can apply to the present 
exigency for which this measure is to provide. 

Gentlemen all know how sensitive the article of 
gold isin the market. Every click of the tele- 
graph from Washington or from the head of the 
Army will change its price. It is as sensible to 
every movement as the barometer is to the change 
of the atmosphere, and it ought not to be placed 


y 
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in the control of any man, whoever he may be, 
however large his virtues or wisdom may be. I | 
will not say that he would, by secret operations, 
contro! these great financial movements, these 
great monetarg interests, which so pervade and 
ramify through all the avenucs of trade and com- 
merce; butl will fot trust any man with the power 
thus to go into the market and control the ecur- 
reney in that way. No, Sir; if it is to be done, | 
let it be done in an open und fair manner, after | 
public advertisement for a proper time, and then i 
there will be competition, then gold will come | 
down. Hf itis desirable that gold should come | 
down, if gentlemen would not follow the advice 
of the rebel Lamar, they will vote for my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I did not expect this matter 
would occupy the whole day. Lam anxious to 
getatand passa little bill to save the public lands 
from being sold for taxes. When it was pro- | 
posed to take up and pass this Lill this morning, 
Il supposed the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Fennaxnpo Woop) was anxious to relieve the 
merchants of his city from the high price of gold, 
but now J find that he wanted the bil brought up 
mainly for the purpose of delivering a speech, 
which had been very ably prepared, upon polit- 
ical questions, As, however, now it seems that 
the merchants of New York do not desire relief; 
as I see from the course of their Representatives 
upon this floor that they are willing to be ground | 
down between the upper and nether millstone, I 
think it is proper that we should have further 
consideration of this matter in the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, where it has not yet been con- | 
sideved at all maturely. There are now three 
important amendments offered which it may be 
proper to incorporate in this bill in some shape, 
50 as to make mt work well, 
recommititto the Committee of Waysand Means, 
with permission to report at any time. 

Mr. LONG. 1 have offered a very important 
amendment,and I hope the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvanin will yield to me in order that I may ex- 
plain it to the House. 

-Mr. STEVENS. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man. tam nearly suffocated now, and I cannot 
stand any more. 

Mr. VOORH ES. I hope the motion of the 
eentiemaun from Pennsylvania will not be sus- 
tained, 

Mr.STEVENS moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 
permitting the Commitice of Ways and Means 
to report at any timer 

Mr. ANCONA. 1 object. 

Mr. VOORHEES called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to refer. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will not 
vote againstthe motion to refer if it be understood 
that the Committee of Ways and Means shall 
have power to reportat any time. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, I wish to 
inquire of the Chaw whether itis in order, if this 
matter be reecommitted, to direct the Committee of 
Ways and Means to report to-morrow? l dep- 
reeate all delay in regard to this important matter, 
and T want it settled as soon as possible. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in the power of the 
House,xcept by unanimous consent, to require 
a committee to report at any particular time, 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Then | 
hope there will be unanimous consent. I wanta 
specdy decision of this matter, so that the decision 
may be known and not withheld that speculators 
may profit thereby. 

There was no objection; and the matter was ac- 
cordingly recommitted to the Committee of Ways 
and Meuns, with instructions to report to-mor- 
row, 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the matter was recommitted; and also 
moved to lay the motion-to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

TAXES ON GOVERNMENT LANDS, 

Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, called 

up the joint resoluvion (H.R. No, 31) making ap- 


as sees for the payment of taxes on certain 
aude owed by the United States. Itappropriates, 





I therefore move to | 
| 


a —--- 


io pay taxes on lands owned by the United States, 


the sum of $20,009, or so much thereof as may | 


-be necess ary. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. This is an import- | 


ant matter, and if I were allowed time to look into 
it 1 might be able to furnish the House with some 
information on the subject. I understand that 
the taxes which this resolution proposes to have 
paid were illegally assessed. ; 

Mr. STEVENS. The joint resolution is re- 
ported on information furnished by the Treasury. 


The lands ere situated in the State of Iowa, and | 


the Government had to take them from defuulters. 
The taxes are due, and if not paid the lands will 
be sold, The appropriation is necessary, and 1 
do not see what objection can be made to it. The 


| amount is only $20,000. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is a 


| good deal. 


Mr. ALLISON. The lands in question are in 
my district. ‘They have come into the hands of 
the Government on account of the prosecution of 
defaulting officers. Unless the taxes are paid the 
lands will be so'!d. 

Mr. STEVENS moved the previous question. 

Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the gen- 


_tleman withdraw the demand for the previous 
| question, that | may offer an amendment? 


Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


amend by adding tothe resolution, * and that the 


| Seeretary of the Treasury be directed to report to 
| this House where these lands are situated, and 


| whatis the amount of taxes paic 


7; 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. I should like to offer 


| this amendment: 


= SS 


Provided, Thatin cases where the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is satisfied that the taxes have been illegally levied, 
none of the money hereby appropriated shall be applied in 
payment of the same, but proceedings shall at once be com- 
menced to enjoin the collection of such taxes. 


Mr. STEVENS, I cannot yield for that amend- 
ment. I hope there will be no such embarrass- 
ment offered. I renew the demand for the pre- 
vious question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The joint resolution was read the third time, 
and passed. 


COMPENSATION OF CUSTOM-ILOUSE OFFICERS. 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, re- 

orted back from the Committee of Ways and 
Means Senate bill No. 66, to increase the com- 
pensation of inspectora of customs in certain ports; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE ENROLLMENT ACT. 


Mr. ODELL asked unanimous consent to re- 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs a 
joint resolution construing the act approved July 
17, 1862, calling out the militia for nine months, 
so as to entitle men called out under its provis- 
ions to be paid the bounty of twenty-five Sellars. 

Mr. ELIOT objected. 

Mr. ODELL. 1 am rather surprised that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts would object, as 
petitions on the subject from his own constituents 
have been referred to us. 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 withdraw the objection. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the resolution is founded 
on petitions frém the constituents of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts I object to it. 

Mr. ODELL. I hope the objection will be 
withdrawn. It is only a declaratory reSolution 
of the intent and meaning of the enrollment bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES withdrew his objection. 

The joint resolution was reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and read a first 
anid second time. 

Mr. ODELL. Many petitions have been re- 
ferred to the Military Committee on this subject, 
and under the instruetion. of that committee | 
have reported this resolution. The President 
ealled for one hundred thousand militia for nine 
months. A large portion of these nine months’ 
men received the bounty of twenty-five dollars, 
and ahother portion did not. This joint-resola- 
tion simply extends that act to the effect that each 
man shall receive twenty-five dollars. It is an 
act of justice to the soldiers, who are waiting for 
this money. 


SSIONAL GLOBE, February 18, 








|| The resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
| and vead athird time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
Mr ODELL moved to reconsider the vote last 
taken; and also moved to lay the motion to recon. 
sider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ELIOT. [call for the regular order of 


| business. ’ 
| FREEDMEN § AFFAIRS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order was the consideration of Heuse bi!! No. 
| 51, to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, 
reported from the select committee on the subject, 
on which the gentleman from California {Mr, 
| Core] was entitled to the floor. 
| Mr. COLE, of California. Mr. Speaker, since 
| obtaining the floor Jast evening, T have found q 
|| little time to condense such views of this bill as 
| 1 wished to present to the House, and the few 
notes [ have prepared will contribute sensibly to 
that desirable end. The time of this body while 
the war lasts, | say it with all deference, is too 
»recious to be taken up with vain utterances, and 
| lL acknowledge to a very considerable degree of 
| diffidence, lest betrayed [ shouid be into the use 
of unnecessary words. * 

It is clear now thatthe learned gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Cox] who last addressed the House on 
this question, and who has written a book—! do 
| not intend to impeach the literary character of 
| other gentlemen from that State; cach one, for 
aught | know, may have written a book; neither 
| do I desire to manifest any of that malevolent 
| spirit that Job displayed when he exclaimed, “Oh 
| that mine adversary had written a book !’’—but 
| the literary gentleman from Ohio has not always 
| entertained the opinions in reference to the negro 
that are generally accorded tohim. The elegantly 
|| written extracts that were read from The Buck- 
|, eye Abroad by the gentleman from Illinois {Mr., 
Wasnusurne] show that when its-author was in 
|| Rome he did as the Romans do, and J entertain 
|. a lively hope that when he becomes fully con- 
| vineed that it is the fixed purpos¢ of the nation 
to put down this insurrection by force, and in no 
| other way, he will again pay respect to the in- 
junction, ** when in Rome doas the Romans do,” 
and heartily coéperate with this sidg of the House, 
lending his powerful influence toward bringing 
about a peace in the only proper way. In fact, | 
. thought [ discovered in some of his expressions 

Just evening the outcroppings of genuine aboli- 
ticnism. I should feel a littl more certain on this 
point were it not that another and rather antag- 
onistic ideaseemed to predominate throughout the 
gentleman’s speech. He appears to be troubled 
with a sort of hallucination thet the project to 
establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs is one 
grand scheme for the amalgamation of the white 
and the black races, nothing less, nothing more. 

I have in vain tried to discover how the pro- 
viding the means of subsistence for the freedimen, 
and all the comforts that flow from paid industry, 
can have a tendency to promote amalgamation; 
and, notwithstanding the gentleman’s most vir- 
tuous indignation against the bill, springing out 
of this idea, I am equally at a loss to know how 
persons who are exercising their own volition, 
and have perfect freedom of action, are any worse 
off in regard to this matter than those whose pur- 
poses are subordinated by law to the desires of 
others, 

If the gentleman will consult the census re- 
ports he will find that the number of mulattoesin 
the single State of Virginia was some ten thou- 
sand more than in all the free States put together; 
and if his statement be correct, that mulattoes do 
not propagate, it leaves a very strong presump- 
tion that amalgamation had something to do with 
this result. 

The gentleman entertains strong feelings of dis- 
taste toward this side of the House, because, as 
he somehow infers, we.are theoretically in favor 
of amalgamation; and I will not quarrel with that 
feeling so honestly entertained by him; for I re- 
member that de gustibus non disputandum, and this 
businegs of amalgamating is purely a matter of 
taste. But how happens it that the very learned 
and astute gentleman from Ohio never conceived 
any disgust toward his quondam friends dow" 
South, who, as the census shows, were so very 
much addicted to the practice of amalgamat!ng 
with their black slaves? 
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I will now turn from the gentleman from Ohio 
to the proper consideration of the bill, nota more 
agreeable subject, but more profitable, | hope, and 
] will leave Hs humanitarian, 1ts eleemosynary 
‘oints for the consideration of gentlemen on the 
cahed side of the House, whose new-born atfec- 
tion for the black man renders it entirely safe to 
do so. | propose only to give attention to its 
bearing upon the war. ; ‘ 

Power is virtue in a belligerent, A nation at 
war ought to strengthen itself in every possible 
way, or give up the strife. [tis worse than folly, 
it is criminal, to protract a deadly conflict unne- 
ct ssarily. : 

This bill to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s 
Affairs proposes, in effect, to shorten the war. The 


means of doing it are within our reach; the duty | 


js before us, and we are called upon to act, 


The reasons for employing colored men in the 


military service of the Government, and especially 
such colored menasare or have been inslavery, are 
tomy mind overwhelming, and I feel constrained 
to. urge extraordinary measures, if necessary, to 
obtain such service. The bill under consideration 
must have a powerful tendency to promote this 
object, and ought therefore to find the favor of 
loyal men. I choose to consider it from this point 
of view, because the exigencies of an active, oe. 
continued, and still vigorous rebellion are upon 
us. In peace times | should consider it in alto- 
gether a different light. e 


the War Department of the freed people of the 
country, ** to the end that said freedmen and the 


. be bill provides for the taking in charge by | 
7 
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that villainous local laws have imposed upon their 
minds, and they will no longer need our care. 

It will not be possible, in the shorttime allotted, 
to revert to all the arguments in favor of this bill, 
but some of the reasons for it are so patent as 
to force themselves upon attention, While the 
scheme will much alleviate the new condition of 
self-reliance of these people, it will impose no new 
burdens upon the Government; on the contrary, 
it promises to yicld a handsome revenue to the 
public Treasury. At the same time, and above 
all, it will so strengthen the national arm as to 
speedily crush out the rebellion. .To this war 
view of the subject alone, then, | propose to ad- | 


| dress my remarks, for these are war times. 


Contrary to the general opinion enterjained two | 
years ago, or less, the American descendants of 
the African make excellent soldiers. This has 


| been demonstrated on numerous battle-fields, and 


in some of the mostdesperate hand-to-hand cone 
flictsof this war. The testimony of Officers over | 
them is full and singularly uniform on this point. 
Ouly the other day, in the Chronicle of this city, 


| was the following: 


“General M. M. Crocker, of Iowa, ove of the very best 


| officers in the Army, who varly entered the public service, 
| and wus an unswerving and leading Democrat in that State 


| quite an clement in this army 


for many years, writes trom Vicksburg, where he is now 
statiohed, toa friend in Des Moines, under date of Janu- 
ary 12, 13864, as follows: ‘The uegro regiments now form 
, and itis astonishing how 
completely all prejudice ou that subject has been done | 


| away with. They make good soldiers—imild, good-natured, 


Government of the United States shall be mutually || 


protected, and their respective rights and interests 
duly determined and maintained.’’? This | un- 


derstand to mean that when these people, like any | 


other people, are needed by the Government, so 
many of them as are fit to bear arms may be thus 
employed, At all events, there is nothing in the 
bill to prevent such employment of them, and 


there appears to be great propriety in giving their | 


supervision to the War Department, at least dur- 
ing the war, rather than to the Department of the 


and respectful to their oilicers—easily managed, and, as far | 
as they have been tried, fight as well as any troops.’ ” 
And so, whether the testimony come from 
Vicksburg, Port Hludson, or before Charleston, 
from Louisiana, Tennessee, or North Carolina; 
whether from the general who has been taught 


| from his infancy to despise the negro, or from him 


| whose faith in humanity was imbibed from the 


| contest, and they but recently, yet have they 


Puritans, it isthe same, Few of these people 
comparatively have been put under arms in this 


achieved for themselves a new, and certainly a | 


| brilliant, reputation. We were told they had been 


Interior, or even to the proposed new Department || 


of Industry, because they can then with greater 
facility be called into the military service of the 


Government whenever an emergency might re- 


quire it, \ 
I do not favor this feature of the measure be- 
cause of any inability onthe part of our white 


soldiers to maintain themselves. They have done | 
this tothe full extent of every reasonable expect- | 


atvion, 
every hand, and routed the minions of treason 
from many a stronghold. Every fair contest in 
this war has shown that 


“Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just; 
And he but naked, though locked up in steel, 
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.” 
Viewed as a question of expediency,.the argu- 
ment in favor of a colored soldiery is none the 
less. If the Republic possessed ten times the as- 


|, dition are about equally brave; thatif there is any || 


tounding strength it has already displayed; and if | 


than it has ever appeared to be, still should we 
employ this agency in sustaining the former and 
crushing the latter. As Republicans we should 
certainly favor it, as Democrats should we favor 


itand as abolitionists especially should we favor | 


it, [tis a matter that appeals directly to our phi- 
lanthropy. 


It involves the interests not of this | 


country alone, but of all countries; not of the liv- | 


ing merely, but of all generations. It will most 
surcly uproot and destroy slavery from the face 
of the carth. The example will not be lost upon 
the only American monarchy, slaveholding Bra- 
zil, nor upon the few Spanish American colonies 
that still foster the barbarous practice of chattel- 


zing humanity. Carry into practice the provis- | 


lons of this bill, and the New World, at least, will 
e free again as when first created, and all.men be 


permitted to pursue their own happiness here |) trated. 


unmolested by tyrants. 

It would be unfair to leave this childlike people 
Uncared for while the stalwart among them are 
fighting the battles of liberty for us as well as 
themselves; and equally so to turn them off upon 


the cold charities of a dominant race after the bat- 


les are over. Under the proclamation of the Pres- 
ident they became the wards of the Republic, and 
We cannot, with any show of justice, disclaim the 
guardianship. Dispel the clouds and darkness 


| realities of war. 


known to fight well under other flags, and that 
regiments of them had become famous in the wars 


| of the East and also the West Indies; but they 


were not counted upon to sustain * the flag of our | 


| Union.’’? Ourexcessively chivalrous Democratic 


| in defense of the nation what they were pleased | 


k | that is so nearly sustained by the experiences of | 
the usurpation at Richmond were much weaker |, 


friends were horrified at the bare idea of arming 


to term property, and it was only when drafting 
approached too closely that they could see any 


| virtue init. So serupulous are some of them on 


They have driven in the rebellion on || this question of color that they have hitherto 


strenuously declined the use of colored powder 
as against rebels. 

It is a favorite theory among persons educated 
at the Military Academy that all men‘under sim- 
ilar circumstances of discipline and physical con- 


difference it is owing to the bodily and not to the 
mental structure of the individual, And pleasant 
it is to find in that school of theories one theory 


this war. What with his physical training and | 
discipline to obedience, the colored man will fight, 
and as bravely, I trust, as his white companion 
inarms. Thereis one characteristicabout these 
people that eminently fits them for the sternest 
They manifest more sympathy 
toward each other than do the white soldiers, | 
and, as a consequence, instead of scattering they | 
become gregarious in time of danger, and main- | 
tain the strength that is always found in union. | 


OBE. 
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cal contest, and party feeling never intervenes be- 
tween them and duty. Convince the freedman 
of the rebeHious States that downtrodden human- 
ity needs his assistance, and at once he seizes 
his weapon and goes into the ranks. Instances 
are related where they have resorted to the most 
ingenious expedients to conceal physical defects 
in order to getinto the A rmy; and they have wept 
with disappointment over the adverse decision of 
an examining physician, so anxious have they 
been for immolation upon the holy altar of lib- 
erty. Here is patriotism, here an appreciation of 
that old Roman adage—* Dulce et decorum est pro 
patria mori,” 

But the freedmen of the South are better fitted 
by mature and habit than the northern people to 
endure the climate of the insurgent States, and 
the toHls incident to the life of a soldier therein. 
This is attested in many ways, but in none more 
forcibly and sadly than by the hecatombs filled With 
noble young men who perished m the swamps of 
the Chickahominy, vicums not more of the cli- 
mate than of the sickly sentimentality of that mis- 
erable specimen ofa general whose chief solicitude 
while leading a patriot army was to guard rebel 
property and return fugitive slaves, 

Colored soldiers will meet with the sympathy 
and most hearty coéperation of the entire coiored 


| population of the South; and if it is demonstrated 


by a solemn act of Congress that their hitherto 
downtrodden race is to be lifted up and be made 
the recipients of national Kindness, the white 
soldiers that are assisting to bear aloft the Amer- 


}ican flag will be equally welcome among them. 
| This will give to the Union forces an advantage 


| began. 


that has probably not been so fully enjoyed by 
an army in an enemy’s country since the world 
Itis an advantage that cannot be over- 
estimated. Why, the idea of an invasion by 
these people is terribly discomfiting to the usurp- 


| ers, and hence their desperate exertions to deter 


| that lead them. 


; carn his liberty. 


us from obtaining their aid by indiscriminately 
murdering all negroes found under arms or in the 
uniform ‘of the United States, as also the officers 
Their most barbarous treatment 
of our poor friends in the Richmond prisons is 
instigated by their fears upon this point. They 
dare not recognize their former slaves as soldiers 
to be treated according to the rules and laws of 
war. The weapon in the hand of the slave is 
truly the Ithuriel spear; the rebellion writhes 
underéts touch. An army of colored men be- 
comes an army of liberators in every sense, and 
if you would put a speedy termination to this 
war, this awful war, arm so many of these peo- 
ple as will bear arms, and take good care of the 
balance. Ay, sir, put one of John Brown’s pikes 
in the hands of every traitor’s slave and let him 
Men that would not be content 


| with all the choicest blessings of the Republic are 


unfittolive init. Letthem perish. Merey tothem 
is cruelty toward Gudand humanity, Whom the 
gods wish to destroy they first make mad, and 
though these people are beside themselves, yet 
are they sensitive to danger. ‘They fear the men 
they have seourged in the pride of their power. 


| The maned lion is not more dreaded by the lonely 


traveler in Africa than is he whose fathers de- 


| stroyed the lion by the trembling despots at Rich- 


| They seldom, if ever, abandon their comrades in || 


| soldiers have made within the rebel lines, this pe- || 


| licitude while escaping from bondage. 


distress. Durmg the many expeditions that our | 
culiarity of the colored population has been ob- | 
served. The aged, the infirm, and the helpless | 
young have been the objects of their chiefest so- 
‘ Often in 
this war has the flight of Virgil’s hero beew illus- | 

Many aswarthy Adneas has borne away | 
upon his shoulder some old Anchises, while lead- | 
ing his little Ascanius by the hand, followed by 
his faithful wife carrying a little bundle, the house- 
hold lares and penates, from the cruel confed- 
eracy. 

Another reason for strengthening the military 
arm of the Government by the employment of 
this agency, is that the slaves join the Union 
forces with alacrity whenever an opportunity 
offers. This is not regarded by them as a politi- || 


mond, 

Every slave added to the Union Army is, in 
effect, also taking a soldier from the ranks of the 
rebels. ‘The efficiency of an army depends upon 
how itis fed, clothed, and ierulabeel. Without 
supplies it will fall to pieces in three days; and 
the man at home laboring for its support ts as in- 
dispensable to its strength as the one that carries 
the musket. The plow is equally useful to the 
belligerent with the gun, and the sickle with the 
saber. Theex-Secretary of War and his cohorts 


| are so hotly pressed to maintain their ascendency 


that they have ordered into their service, as we 
are told, all able-bodied white men within their 
lines between the ages of eighteen and sixty; and 
the rebellion will therefore soon be utterly de- 
pendent upon slave labor for its sappurt. By so 


| much, then, as you withdraw this aes by 


| so much do you weaken the rebellion, 


nd this, 
it seems to me, presents one of the most powerful 
inducements fur the Government to use all avail- 
able means to enlist colored persons in its ser- 
vice, and to withdraw their support from the 
rebellion. 


jut there is still another argument. Those 
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ingrates who hold nightly carnival at Richmond 


/astatement that Extra Billy Smith, now Gov- | 


over the wasted victims of famine, and whose | 


requital for support long rendered is torture and 
death—these fiends in human shape have already 
entailed upon this Government, which they can- 
not destroy, an enormous public debt; and it is 
« matter of the first importance to prevent as far 
as possible its augmentation; and among the live- 
liest considerations for engaging the colored man 
inthe Army is that it is great economy to do so. 

The African’s powers of endurance, whether in 
marching under a southern sun or laboring in in- 
trenchments, surpasses that of the white man, 
and as a consequence his sanitary condition is 
better. So far as I have been able to gather facts, 
it excels that of the white soldiers in the propor- 
tion of five to one, 

It has been stated—I do not vouch for the fact, 
for J have not the data before me—that since this 
war began as many of the Union soldiers have 
perished from disease and hardship as in battle. 
If this be true, or nearly true, it furnishes another 
strong argument to the point under consideration. 

Jesides the hardiness and prudence of the colored 
soldier, he possesses a most commendable aptness 
for subsisting himself in an enemy’s country. 
The training he has received, in many instances 
from niggardly masters, eminently his him for 
this important duty. 

Sut there is another point of view from which 
it will appear to be great economy toemploy slaves 
as soldiers. A sufficient and satisfactory bounty 
for them, if we offer them no more, is their free- 
dom and that of their race. They demand no 
further subsidy than the privilege of vindicating 
their rights, their * inalienable rights,’’ of life, 
liberty, and labor. And shall we not accord them 
this poor privilege? Rather, shall we not avail 
ourselves of an opportunity to save millions upon 
millions which otherwise would need to be paid 
as bounties in order to keep filled our serried 
ranks? ‘Theaid of the bondman to humble or de- 
stroy his and our own would-be proud oppressor 
can be obtained without the expensive routine of 
the enrollment and draft; and it shames me that 
he whose participation in*the blessings of the 
Republic has been so limited should be among 
the foremost in its defense. 

Another fact must not be overlooked. Deser- 
lions rarely occur among the colored troops. 

From the general framework of our military 
laws, one is forced to the conclusion that it has 
been the purpose of the country to fill up and keep 
up the armies from other sources, and quite in- 
dependently of the slaves. 

The enroliment act as it now stands reads, “all 
able-bodied male citizens of the United States”’ 
shall be liable to do military duty; and this in the 
face of the fact that colored people are not counted 
citizens, certainly notin the States where slavery 
is now or was lately practiced, So that this class 
of people have been virtually excluded from mil- 
itary duty under the law. And in the amended 
bill that passed this House on Saturday last you 
have incorporated a provision making them apart 
of the national forces; but you declare that the 
usual bounty payable to the drafted man shall 
not be paid to the colored soldier when drafted, 
nor to his family, but to a third party, even to 
the man to whom that same soldier has, upon 
compulsion, rendered the service of a lifetime. 
What justice, what logic, in such a law? It is 
the old justice of the slavemonger. It is the logic 
of the tyrant; and shall we never rise above them? 
MustourRepublic be furtherscourged with bloody 
thongs before we can do right? 

There is little room for disagreement among 
loyal men upon the proposition that our Army 
ought tq be increased; and is this policy of dis- 
couraging enlistments with a whole class to be 
continued, even by implication? Such certainly 
will be the just inference if we now fail to adopt 
the provisions of thisact fora Freedmen’s Bureau. 
Do gentlemen suppose that we have already 
enough colored troops in our Army, and that we 
need no more of them? Or has the cruelty of the 
rebels toward these men deterred the Congress 
from tendering an equal provision to avail our- 
selves of their further assistance? Would the trai- 
tors, think you, forbear to make use of such an 
agency if they had it within their reach? While 
they darehot putarms in the hands of slaves, they 
are nevertheless conscripting them to labor on for- 

tifications. Inthe Globe of but the other day was 








ernor of old Virginia, lately of California, and an 
exceedingly anxious candidate for United States 
Senator from there, had ordered a draft for five 
thousand slaves in certain counties, to work on 
fortifications. Neither General Smith nor any 
other traitor has any scruples about this matter. 

As to the feasibility of obtaining colored re- 
cruits, it is preposterous to deny it. We have 
already, according to reports, some fifty to a 
hundred thousand of them in the school of the 

soldier or under arms. Nearly all of these are 
| from within the rebel lines, and there are full half 
a million more of them there precisely in the pre- 
dicament of so many prisoners, scattered over 
| half a million square miles, surrounded by an im- 
aginary wall thousands of miles in extent. Only 
encourage their coming forth, and the entire rebel 
army, though it had no other duty, would present 
| but a feeble barrier to their escape. 
It.is gratifying to know that some of our offi- 
| cers have a keen appreciation of the advantages 
to flow from this arm of the service; and among 
them, as worthy of mention, is that live man, 
who fully understands the rebel character and 
comprehends the emergency, Major General But- 
ler. How far they are to be supported and encour- 
aged by the Government rests with this Con- 
| gress, and that is the question. 

There is too much of the chivalrous spirit of 
McClellan and Porter and Patterson in the Army 
yet; too much of West Point punctilio, and too 
little of earnest determination to conquer. Un- 
less this nationawakes to the emergency, and takes 
hold of the instrumentalities that God in His wis- 
| dom has provided, this usurpation will not be put 
down. 

The people have not yet fully made up their 
minds that slavery, the Sensh of our ship, must 
go overboard, Gentlemen on the other side of 
the House seem exceedingly anxious to save some 
| remnants of it; and if for that end they will dis- 
courage the enlistment of white men, much more 
may they be expected to oppose the enlistment 
| of negroes, which at once strikes at the root of 
slavery and saps the foundation of their party. 
It will require greater audacity than most of the 
gentlemen on that side of the House possess to 
return to slavery a man after he has fought for 
his country. 

In my judgment, this war is not nearly over 
It possesses a most dangerous element of despe- 
ration; and unless you are willing to totally dis- 
| card the policy that at first and for a long time 
controlled it, by arming the slaves, you will not 
see the end. Already a thousand days and nights 
have the people waited and watched, but peace 
has not come. Hope has frequently brought it 
to our doors, but like a phantom has it fled again. 
Self-delusion may be a pleasant, but it is a most 
| unprofitable business. Armies will move in the 
| spring; other battles will be fought, and fields now 
| unnamed will become noted in the history of this 
war. Its greatest hero is perhaps still unknown 

to fame. Vee may depend upon it, peace has 

been already postponed by our acting upon the 
belief that itis near. We have turned aside to 
discuss the rights of traitors, to the forgetfulness 
of the more important rights of humanity. The 
so-called rights of rebellious States have received 
a great deal of attention at our hands already, find 
all to no purpose, unless you first put an end to 
the rule of the slavemongers there. 

This that we are dealing with is in no proper 
sense a rebellion as understood in this day. It 
is a most impudent usurpation of power by a lit- 
tle junto of men who had been too long trusted by 
the people. From the very commencement they 
| have maintained themselves by military rule, and 
in no other manner. They have entirely discarded 
the plainly expressed will of the nation, and bold- 
ly undertaken to subvert free government. The 
wonder is—if there be anything wonderful under 
the sun—that they should have had the unbridled 
audacity to undertake this thing while professing 
to be Democrats, and to respect republican insti- 
tutions. But to the philosopher this may not seem 
strange. 
| The contest between truth and error is not less 
_ active now than atany former period of the world’s 
history. It is said, truth crushed to earth will 
| rise again; and the same should be said of error, 
| for it is constantly putting on new habiliments, 
| the better to appeal to the passions of men. In 
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fact, nothing has yet appeared upon earth, how. 
ever good, wise, just, or beneficent, but ithas met 
with opposition. Persecutions did not begin jn 


_ the case of John Brown of Ossawatomie. Even 


He in whom both Jew and Gentile now concede 
there was no guile was pursued, persecuted, and 
crucified inhis own country. Galileo was forced 
to disavow his sublime theory of the planetary 
motions. Socrates the Just, was made to drink 
the fatal hemlock. Relgee science, literature 
law, government, have advanced through strifes, 
contentions, blood. Asageneral rule, the greater 


| the virtue the more violent the assaults upon it, 


And our glorious Republic constitutes no eXcep- 
tion: its destruction is sought, and no cause what- 
ever is alleged by its assailants for their wicked 
course. 

Apologists for crime have always been found; 
and this great crime, this crime against the whole 
human race, this crime, scarcely second in mag- 
nitude to the crucifixion, does not lack its apolo- 
gists, They are found everywhere, even in this 
Capitol. But no traitor, no abettor of treason, has 
had the temerity to charge any wrong against the 
Government of the United States. On the eon. 
trary, up-to the very moment of the breaking out 
of the rebellion, it was proclaimed by men of all 
parties, and everywhere, to be the wisest, the 
best, most just and beneficent Government that 
had ever been established in the world. And none 
were so lotid in these declarations as were the 
very persons who for the last three years}have 
been trying to overthrow it; and none had en- 
joyed its blessings to so great a degree. 

Alexander H. Stephens, lately a member upon 
this floor, and now the usurping vice president, 
addressed aconvention in his own State of Geor- 
gia, after the rebellion was inaugurated, and made 
use of the following language: 

“ Pause, I intreat you, and consider for a moment what 
reasons you can give that will even satisfy yourselves in 
calmer moments; What reasons you can give to your fel- 
low-sufferers in the calamity that it will bring upon us, 
What reasons can you give to the nations of the earth to 
justify it? They will be the calin and deliberate judges in 
the case ; and to what catise or one overt act can you name 
or point on which to rest the plea of justification? What 
right has the North assailed? What interest of the South 
has been invaded? What justice has been denied? And 
what claim founded in justice and right has been withheld? 
Can either of youto-day name one governmental act of wrong, 
deliberately and purposely done by the Government of Wash- 
ington, of which the South has a right to complain? I chal- 
lenge the answer.”’ * i * * ** Leaving out 
of view, for the present, the countless millions of dollars 
you must expend in a war with the North; with tens of 
thousands of your sons and brothers slain in battle, and 
offered up as sacrifices upon the altar of your ambition— 
and for what, we ask again? Is it for the overthrow of the 
American Government, established by our common aices- 
try, cemented and built up by their sweat and blood, and 
founded on the broad principles of right, justice, and hu- 
manity? And,as such, I must declare here, as I have often 
done before, and which has been repeated by the greatest and 
wisest stalesmen and patriots in this and other lands, that it 
is the best and freest Government ; the most equal in its 
rights ; the most just in its decisions ; the most lenient in its 
measures; and the most inspiring in its principles to elevate 
the race of men that the sun of heaven ever shone upon.” 


No parallel for'this rebellion can be found in his- 
tory. The conspiracy of Catiline approximates it 
most closely; but the Government against which 
he plotted possessed few of the excellencies of 
our own. In one particular have our American 
traitors faithfully copied after their Roman ex- 
emplar. They sought to destroy the Republic 
while yet intrusted with its affairs; and as with 
Catiline, so with our modern conspirators, ingrat- 
itude is conspicuous among their crimes. 

While history furnishes no parallel to the re- 
bellion of Jeff. Davis and his coadjutors, we are 
not without a picture of their perfidy, for_which 
we are indebted to the genius of that great English 
republican and poet, Milton. He has shown us 
how Satan and his followers—a motley crew— 
rebelled against the authority of Heaven, and for 
precisely the reason that they were not permitted 
to control there. They preierred to rule in hell 
rather than serve in heaven. And so with our 
late ex-President, our ex-Vice President, ex-heads 
of Departments, Senators, members of Congress, 
ministers to foreign courts, embassadors, consuls, 
and dignitaries in large number, who hover about 
the slave-pens of Richmond, and make their head- 
quarters there. Forgetting entirely“the source 
whence was derived ali the authority they ever had, 
they discard the verdict of their masters, the co 
ple, and set up for themselves an empire fountes 
upon slavery; even upon slavery possessed of a 








1864. 











a aa 

the most repulsive and forbidding features of that 

heathenish practice; a slavery that ever drips with 

human blood, and fills the whole air with the 
roans of its victims. 

Such is the acknowledged cdrner-stone of that 
empire; and are there any that would not relieve 
these victims from such masters? Ours is the 
home of the oppressed of all lands, and shall it 
afford no relief to the oppressed of our own? A 
shame that we have so long belied our profes- 
sions! Ashameanda disgrace that the great Amer- 
ican Republic should suffer its free Constitution 
to be made the bulwark of tyranny! We have 
tolerated this fallacy of one man owning another 
too long. It isutterly indefensible on any ground, 
and will bring trouble upon any people that adopt 
it. There is a principle of compensation running 
throagh all nature that will not permit the viola- 
tion of alaw with impunity. The reverse tide 
may be slow, but it is sure to come. I doubt not 
the next generation of people in Kentucky will 
wonder that their distinguished Representative 
on this floor, [Mr, Cray,] in the third year of this 
slavcholders’ rebellion, should talk so confidently 
about property in man. Why, it is self-evident 
that liberty is an inalienable right, no matter 
what custom may happen to prevail in the border 
States, or in the Barbary States, or in any other 
States. 

Gentlemen are constantly reverting to some old 
condition of things, and claiming that we should 
shape our conduct by what some others have said 
or done here or elsewhere under other circum- 
stances. As for me, sir, I have no more regard 
for precedents in these times than had our colonial 
ancestors when they declared the great truth that 
‘all men are created equal.’’ They had the cour- 
age thus to strike down the ancient theoretical 
distinctions of blood. All the notions of all the 
nations in all the centuries touching royalty and 
nobility were swept from the New World on the 
4th of July, 1776, and the Old World is learning 
the lesson slowly. Precedent is only respectable 
when it accords with right reason. No matter 
how many examples may be cited to sustain 
slavery, men are now looking at it in the light of 
reason. Its pangs are not at all alleviated be- 
cause of the multitudes that have suffered them. 

“Slavery, thou art a bitter draught; | 
And though thousands in all ages 
Have been made to drink of thee, 
Thou art no less bitter on that account.” 

In the United States of America slavery has 
forfeited every semblance of right to recognition; 
and I regret that our worthy President has seen 
fit since this war began to give it any countenance 
in his publicacts. ‘The proclamation would have 
been still more palatable had it contained only the 
words, ‘* Slavery has undertaken to destroy the 
Republic, therefore slavery shall be destroyed. 
Done: Abraham Lincoln.’ 

Mr. Speaker, if you would put an end to this 
cruel war be sure in good faith to take good care 
of these oppressed people. Arm the men. Put 
sharp weapons in every brawny hand among 
them; and then soon will the ex-Secretary of War 
cry out to his followers, in the language of his 
great prototype: 

** Long is the way, 
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light.” 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH obtained the floor. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
their Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed a joint resolution relative to the transfer 
of persons in the military service to the naval 
service; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested, 

, GRANT OF LAND. 


Mr. DONNELLY, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill making a grant of land to the Lake 
Superior and Mississippi Railroad Company, in 
the State of Minnesota, to aid in the construction 
of the railroad of said company from St. Paul 
to Lake Superior; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

PENSIONS. 


Mr.GRINNELL, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of lowa in relation to pensions to the widows 
of deceased chaplains and surgeons in the Army; | 
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which was referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
SHIP CANAL. 
Mr. GRINNELL, by unanimous consent, also 


743 


Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Minnesota in favor of the eaily 
payment of the damages sustained by citizens of 
that State by the Sioux Indian war of 1862 out 








resented a joint resolution of the Legislature of || of the property of the destroyers now under the 


owa relative to the construction of a ship canal 
from the lakes to the Mississippi river, and the 


improvement of the upper and lower rapids of the | 
Mississippi river; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 
WAGON ROAD IN IOWA. 
Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced the following resolution; which 


was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
wagon road from the Missouri river, by way of Neabralle, 
to Virginia City, in the Territory of Idaho. 


TRANSFER OF MEN. 
Mr. HIGBY. Lask unanimous consent to take 


from the Speaker’s table a joint resolution (S. No. | 


28) relative to the transfer of men from the mili- 
tary service to the naval service. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HIGBY. If gentlemen will hear my rea- 
sons, I think they will not object. The object 
of the resolution is to give power to the Execu- 
tive to transfer men to such war vessels us are 
now without men, that they may be sent imme- 
diately to California and the Pacific coast. It is 
an absolute necessity that this should be done. 
The quicker it is done the sooner the Govern- 
ment can act. 

Mr. COX. I must object. The bill ought to 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DEMING. I move to refer the bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with leave tu 
report to-morrow morning. 

Mr.COX. There is no objection to that. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that when the 
House «djourns to-morrow it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday next. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

SUBSTITUTES AND REORUITS. 

Mr. PENDLETON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
directed to inquire whether any further legislation is neces- 
sary to prevent substitute and recruiting brokers from pur- 


chasing substitutes and recruits from one township, ward, | 
or district, to be credited to the quota of another; and re- 


port by bill or otherwise. 
CHANGE OF NAME OF SCHOONER. 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, by unani- 
mous consent, introduced a bill to change the 
name of the American-built schooner Starlight 


to that of Joseph Brady; which was read a first || 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. The motion | made to ad- 


journ over was not put in tlfe way | made it, I 


move that when the House adjourns to-day it ad- 
journ to meet on Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Such a motion 
is notin order. The House cannot decide to-day 


| what it will do to-morrow. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then I move that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

The House accordingly (at forty-five minutes 
past four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
_ Frivay, February 19, 1864. 
Prayer by Rev.S. D. Burcnarp, D. D., of New 


York. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I present a memorial of the 


pee of Minnesota in favor of a grant of | 


ands to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
the Mississippi river to Lake Superior. As the 
committee have already reported on the subject | 
move that the memorial be laid on the table and 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 





' 


control of the Government; which was referred to 


the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


e also presented a memorial of the Legisia- 


line of military posts from Fort Abercrombie, 
in Dakota Territory, to Bannock City, in Idaho 
Territory; which was referred to the Committee 
on ae Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also presented three memorials of the Legis- 
lature of Minnesota in favor of the establishment 
of mail routes from Carver via Waconia to Wa- 
tertown; from Hastings via Empire City, Farm- 
ington, and Lakeville, to Shakopee in Scott 
|| county; and from Faxon via Glencoe and Ko- 
niska, to Hutchinson, McLeod county, in that 
State; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to bo 
printed. 

Mr. HARLAN presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Lowa in favor of allowing pensions 
to the widows of chaplains and surgeons in the 
Army who may die while in the service of the 
| United States; and in favor of the construction 

of a ship canal from the lakes to the Mississippi 
river, and the improvement of the upper and 
lower rapids of that river; which were ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 
| Mr. WADE presented a petition of Horace 
Binney and others of Philadelphia, praying that 


j 

ture of Minnesota in favor of the erection of a 
} 

| 

| 











such a tax may be imposed upon the circulation 
of banks chartered by State Legislatures as will 
compel them to call in all theirissues, and insure 
a uniform national currency; which was referred 
to the Committee ori Finance. 


MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. McPuersow, its Clerk, announced that 
|| the House of Representatives had passed the fol- 
| lowing bill and joint resolutions; in which it re- 
| quested the concurrence of the Senate: 
A bill (No. 206) in addition to an act for the 
|| establishment of certain arsenals; 
|| A joint resolution (No. 31) making appropria- 
|| tion for the payment of taxes on certain lands 
|| owned by the United States; and 
|| A jointresolution (No. 36) to construe the third 
section of the act approved July 17, 1862, entitled 
| **An act toamend the act calling forth the militia 
| to execute the laws of the Union, suppress in- 
| surrection, and repel invasion, approved Febru- 
ary 28, 1795, and the actamendatory thereof, and 

| for other purposeés,’’ so as to provide for the puy- 
ment of bounties to all classes of troops called 
out under the provisions of that section. 


| 
| 
| 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred a bill (S. No, 
73) to enable the trustees of Blue Mont College 
to perfect the title to their lands, reported it with 
| amendments. 
| Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to whom was referred a bill (H. R. No. 
| 120) to reéstablish the principal port of entry for 


| 
} 





the district of Champlain at Plattsburg, and fore 
other purposes, reported it without amendment, 
Mr. ANTHONY. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution to pritst five hundred copies of the report of 
the chief enjineer of the Washington aqueduct, 
to report it back without amendment and recom- 
mend its passage, and I ask for its present con- 
sideration. The printing will cost ten dollars. 
There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered and agreed to, as follows: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Interior 


Department five hundred copies of the report of the chief 
engineer of the Washington aqueduct. 


CASE OF H. C. DE ALMA. 


Mr. CLARK, The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred thé petition of Henry Charles 
De Alma, have directed me to ask that they be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. It does not seem to be a proper 
petition to be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


| 
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This man does not ask any pay for anything, but 
he complains that he has been grievously misused 
by the Senate in beimg rejected as a brigadier, and 
by General Halleck, who he says has prevented 
; him from gaining distinction in the Army or an 
honorable death; and he asks that the Committee 
on Military Affairs may be directed to inquire into 
it. The Committee on Claims have no objection 
to his geting an honorabie death at their hands, 
if he desives u, (Laughter.] So we ask to be 
discharged, and that it be reterred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. GRIMES, I ask for a division of that 
question so that we may vote firston discharging 
the committee and then on the question whether 
such a petition ought to be received. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A division being 
called for, the first question is on the motion to 
discharge the Committee on Claims from the fur- 
ther consideration of this petition, 

The motion was agreed to ' 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on the motion to refer it to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRIMES. I now move that the petition 
be indefinitely postponed, It is a petition here 
remonsirating against the action of the Senate in 
executive session. lt ought not to be received. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, ‘The petition goes a litte 
further. ‘The petitioner complains of his treat- 
ment before he got to the Senate, and he wants 
the Senate Military Committee to investigate it. 

The motion to postpone indefinitely was agreed 
to. 
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J.C. G. KENNEDY, 


Mr. ANTHONY. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Claims to report the following resolu- 
tion, and to ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, ‘Uhat the Committee on Claims be and they are 
hereby authorized to hear and report upon the claim of Jo 
seph ©. G. Kennedy relative to his salary as secretary ot 
the Census Board and superintending clerk on the census. 

Mr. HALE. 
portaut matter, 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
diction. 

~ Mr, HALE. IL know that, 

Mr. ANTHONY. The claim is before the com- 
mittee, and the committee had a littl doubt 
whether it did not require a resolution to enable 
them to take jurisdiction. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
of debate if objection is made, 

; Mr. HALE, I will let it be considered now, 

t but | want to say that | was so much impressed 

. with the suggestions made by my friend from 
Connecticut (Mr. Foster) the other day in re- 
gard to Brown’s case that he entirely converted 
me as to the impropriety of taking these things 
from the Court of Claims, and taking cognizance 
of them in the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. I am very sorry the Senator 
from New Hampshire did not give me the bene- 
fit of his vote immediately after his conversion. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. CLARK. 1 willsimply say to the Senate 
that this case involves no question of fact, but 

. i merely the construction of a law, so that itis un- 
re, necessary to take any testimony before the court. 
: Mr. HALE. 1 confess the longer I think of 
' what the Senator from Connecticut said, the more 
I am impressed with it, and the only reason why 
>I did not give him the benefit of my vote the other 
day—and I say this in all faith—was that I 
thought that was so clear a case that it did not 
require any further investigation; but I think on 
ae the whole the precedent isa bad one; it led us into 
difficulty then, and I guess we had better adhere 
: to the law. 


Let that lie over. It is an im- 


It is merely to take juris- 


It does not admit 


ea OS 
a amt =e 
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eas 3 Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the judgment of the 

: fad committee will be accepted by the Senate. The 
= f, committee ask for this. 

% shad, #4 The resolution was rejected—ayes seven, noes 

ete not counted. 

fe ee | Me. HLALE subsequently said: I desire to make 

ty Rg * aprivileged motion. I voted with the majority 


fe ; on the resolution of the Senator from Rhode 
opt Island, and after an explanation of his | am sat- 
isficd that it may possibly work injustice. Linove 
to reconsider the vote by which the Senate re- 
fused to authorize the Committee on Claims to 
take cognizance of Mr. Kennedy’s claim. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion will 
be entered. ; 





THE CONGRESSION 











HOUSE BILLS REFS ERKED. 
-The following. bill and joint resolutron from 


the House of Representatives were read twice by | 
their titles, and referred to the Committee on Mil- , 


itary Affairs and the Militia: 


A bill (No, 206) in addition to an act for the | 


establishment of certain arsenals; and 

A joint resolution (No. 36) to construe the third 
section of the act approved July 17, 1862, enti- 
tled “An act to amend the act calling forth the 
militia toexecute the lawsof the Union, suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion, approved Feb- 
ruary 28, 1795, and the act amendatory thereof, 
and for other purposes,’’ so as to provide for the 
payment of bounties to all classes of troops called 
out under the provisions of that section. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill providing 
for an appropriation for the erection of a post 
office a court-house building at the seat of gov- 
ernment of the State of Kansas. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HENDRICKS asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 


127) to authorize the transfer of indictments from 


the district to the circuit courts of the United | 


States; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
128) to provide for the renting of abandoned 
lands, tenements, and houses in insurrectionary 
States, and for the care and employment of per- 
sons therein set free by proclamation of the Pres- 
ident; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the select committee on slavery and freedmen, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 
129) toamend anactentitled ‘An act to authorize 
the corporation of Georgetown in the District of 
Columbia to lay and collect a water tax, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved May 2], 1862; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


NAVY-YARD AT NEWCASTLE. 
Mr. RIDDLE. I offer the following resolu- 


tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Naval Affairs be di- 
rected to inquire into the propriety and expediency of estab- 
lishing a navy-yard at or near the town of Neweastle, in 
the State of Delaware, and to report to the Senate the rela- 
tive convenience and public advantages of that location 
compared with others on the Delaware river. 


By unanimous consent the Senate proceedcd to 
consider the resolution. 

Mr. RIDDLE. Mr. President, [I shall not 
make a speech on this subject, but I desire to call 
the attention of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to the fact that the great States of Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts have made a stronger speech 
for this location as a naval depot than I can make 
by constructing their railroads to Newcastle in 
preference to the different sites which have been 
indicated in the State of Pennsylvania. I merely 
mention this matter to call the attention of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs to the fact that the 
great coal depot and iron exportation depot is at 
the town of Neweastle, in prefcrence to League 
island, Marcus Hook, or Chester, which places 
they have to pass to get to Newcastle, and that 
the roads leading there have been constructed by 
the people of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, 
the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and Reading, and Pennsylvania 
Central railroads. When the proper time comes 
I shall, perhaps, discuss the matter further. I 
hope the resolution will be adopted now, that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs may make the 
inguiry. : 

he resolution was agreed to. 
TAXES ON GOVERNMENT LANDS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. There isa little joint res- 
olution on the table that would properly go to the 
Committee on Finance; but it is very important to 
pass itatonce. I think there can be no possible 
objection to it, and as itis a pressing matter | wish 
to have it passed at once. 

By unanimous consent, the joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 31) making appropriation for the payment 
of taxes on certain lands owned by the United 


AL GLOBE. 


February 19, 











| States was read twice and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to appropriate 
$20,000 to pay taxes on lands owned by the United 
States, and to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to report to Congress upon what lands the taxes 
may be paid and the amount paid, 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. A majority of the Com. 
|| mittee on Finance have seen the resolution and 
|| recommend its passage. I send to the Chair a 
| short letter which I desire to have read. 

|| The Seeretary read the following letter: 


| Treasury DerpartTMenr, 
Soxicitor’s Orrice. January 27, 1864, 
| Sir: There is a large quantity of real estate held by this 
| office or by trustees in trust for the United States which 
has been acquired either in satisfaction or as security for 

detits due to the Government, upon which State and other 
| taxes have accrued, and for the payment of which no pro- 
| vision has been made by law. For want of this theyigtts 
| of the Government are in danger in some cases of Ix ing 
| seriously embarrassed, if not entirely lost. [ respectfully 

recommend that Congress be asked to make an appropria 
tion tor this purpose. I think that the sum of $20,000 s!iould 
be appropriated, and the appropriation should be made as 
speedily as practicable, as there are some cases in which 
| any considerable delay in the paymeut of the taxes would 
prow very inconvenient. . 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, 
| EDWARD JORDAN, 

Solicitor of the Treasury, 

Hon, & P. Cuase, Secretary of the Treasury. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
| ordered to a third reading, Yead the third time, 
and passed. 


AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 


Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate now 
| proceed to the consideration of the report of the 
committee of conference upon the enrollment bill, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to consider the report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The report of the 
committee of conference will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, as follows: 


The committce of conference appointed to consider the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (8. No. 36) 
; *to amend an act entitled ‘An act for enrofling and calling 
out the national forces, aud for other purposes,’ approved 
March 3, 1863,” having met, after full and free conterence 
do report as follows: 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the sec- 
ond section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendments, to wit: 1. Strike out the word “ or,” where 
| it first occurs in the second line of said section. 2. Atter 
the word “ township,?’ in the second line of said section, 
| insert the words * precinct or election district.” 3. Strike 
| outthe word * or,”’ in the third line of said section. 4. Alter 
the word * townships,” in the third line of said section, 
insert the words * precincts or election districts.”” And 
that the Senate do agree to the said several amendments. 

That the House ot Representatives do agree to the third 
section of the bill of the Senate, with the following ameni- 
| ments, to wit: 1. After the word “if,” in the first line of 
said section, strike out the words “ any State,”’ and insert 
the words *‘ the quotas” in lieu thereof, 2. Strike out the 
words * fail to furnish,’ in the secoud line of said see- 
tion, and insert the words “ not be filled” in licu thereof, 
3. Strike out the words * the number of men required there- 
from,’’ in the third line of said section. 5. Serike out the 
word * or,”? where it first occurs in the fifth line of said 
section. 6. After the word “ township,” in the fifth line 
of said section?add the words “ precinct or election dis- 
trict.” 7. Strike out the word “ or,” in the sixth linc of 
said section. 8, After the word “townships,” in the sixth 
| line of said section, insert the words * precincts or election 
districts.”” 9. After the word * township,” in the twellth 
line of said section, insert the words * precinct or election 
distriet.”? 10. After the word “ county,” at the end of said 
section, add the following: ‘And if the quota of any dis- 
trict shall not be filled by the draft made in accordance 
with the provisions of this act, and the act to which it is 
an amendment, further drafts shall be made, and like pro- 
ceedings had, until the quota of such district shall be filled.” 
And that the Senate do agree to the said several amend- 
nents. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the fourth 
section of the bill of the Senate, with the tollowing amend- 
ments, to wit: 1. After the word “time,” in the sixth line 
of said section, insert the words “ previous to the ¢:alt.” 
2. After the word * dratt,’*in the seventh line of said sec- 
tion, insert the words *‘ nor, at the time, in the military or 
naval service ofthe United States.” 3, Strike out the words 
“three years,’ in the tenth line of said section, and insert 
*the words “ the time for which such substitute shall have 
been accepted” in lieu thereof. 4. Strike out all of said 
section alter the word “* years,” in the tenth line thereo!. 
And that the Seuate do agree to the said several amend- 
ments. 

‘That the House of Representatives do agree to the filth 
section of the bill of the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, to-wit: 1. Suike out the words ‘enrolled and P in 
the first line of said section, 2. After the word ‘‘miay,” 1h 
the second liné of said section, insert the words “ belore 
the time fixed for his appearance for duty at the draft ren- 
dezvous.” 3. Strike out all of said section after the word 
“draft,” in the twenty-fourth line, and insert the following 
in liew thereof: “in filling that quota; and his name shall 
be retained on the roll in‘Tiiling future quotas; but in no [h- 
stance shall the exemption of any person, on account of his 
payment of commutation money for the procuration of & 
vabotivate, extend beyond one year; but at the end of one 
year, in every such case, the name of any person 60 ©% 














, ae ev oe me * 


hh 
i- 
in 
in 

















1864. 








ompted shall be enrolled again, if not before returned to the | 


enrollment list under the provisions of this section.” Aud 
that the Senate agree to the said several amendments. 
‘Phat the -ixth section of the bill of the Senate be stricken 


out. 


stricken out. 


THE 





+t 
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That ure seventh section of the bill of the Senate be | 


Phat the eighth seetion of the bill of the Senate be | 
strickeu out, and that the Senate do agree to the fifth sec- | 


tion of the amendment of the House of Representatives. 
Thatthe ninth section of the bill of the Senate be stricken 
out. and that the Senate do agree to the ninth section of the 


amendment of the House of Representatives, with the fol- | 


jowing amendments, to wit: 1, After the word “able,” iu 
the sccond line of said section of said amendment, insert 
the words “ or ordinary.” 2. After the word “ able,” in the 
ninth line of said secfion, insert the words “ or ordinary.” 
3. After the word ‘*able,”’ in the sixseenth line of said sec- 
tion, insert the words “or ordinary.” 4. Strike out the 
words * Seeretary of the Navy and the Secretary of War,” 
in the twentieth and twenty-first tines, and insert the words 
«President of the United States” in lieu thereof.” And 
thatthe House of Representatives agree to the.said several 
ame ndmecuts. 

That the Louse of Representatives do agree to the tenth 
section of the bill of the Senate, with the following amend 
ments,to wit: 1. After the word “able,” inthe second line 
of said section, insert the words * or ordinary.” 2. Strike 


out the word “ or,’”? Where it first occurs in the fifth line of 


said section. 3. After the word “township,” in the fifth 
line of said section, insert the words * prccinet or election 
district.’ 4. Strike out the word “ or,” in the sixth line 
of said seetion., 5. After the word “ towuships,” in the 
sixth line of said section, insert the words “ precinets or 
election districts.”’ And that the Senate go agree to the 
said several amendments. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the elev: 
enth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendments, to wit: 1. Strike out the word * or,”? in the 
eiguth line of said section, 2. After the word “township,” 
in the eighth and ninth lines of said section, insert the words 
“ preeinctor election district.” 3. Strike out the word “ or,” 
inthe tenth line of sail section. 4. After the word “ town- 
ships,” in the tenth line of said section, insert the words 
“ precinets or election districts.”” And that the Senate do 
agree to the said several amendments. 

Thatthe twelfth section ofthe bill of tie Senate be stricken 
out. 

That the thirteenth section of the bill of the Senate be 
stricken out, and that the Senate do agree to the thirteenth 
section of the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the four- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate, 

That the House of Representatives do aggee to the fif- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate; with the following 
amendment, to wits Add to said section the following: 
* And nothing in this seetion contained shall be construed 
to relieve the party offending trom liability, under proper 


indictment or process, for any crime against the laws of a | 


State, committed by him while violating the provisions of 
this section.”? And that the Senate do agree to said amend- 
meut. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the six- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the Senate do agree to the seventeenth section of 
the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

That the seventeenth section of the bill of the Senate 
be stricken out, and that the Senate do agree to the eigh- 
teenth section of the amendment of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the eigh- 
teenth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the nine- 


teenth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following | 


amendments, to wit: 1. Strike outthe word “ four,’ in the 
cleventh line of said section, and insert the word “three”? 
in licu thereof, 2. Strike out all of said section after the 
word “ soldiers,” in the fourteenth line, and insert the fol- 
lowing in lieu thereof: “ Provided, That no person shall 


be entitled to the benefit of the provisions of this section, | 


unicss bis declaration of conscientious scruples against 
bearing arms shall be supported by satisfactory evidence 


that his deportment hits been uniformly consistent with such | 


declaration.” And that the Senate do agree to the said sev- 
eral Amendments, » 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 
tieth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 
ty-first section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendment, to wit: Strike out the words “ absent from 
the country or,” im the sixth and seventh lines of said sec- 
tion, and insert the words “for some good and sufficient 


reason”? in lieu thereof. Aud that the Senate do agree to 
: 


seid amendment. 


‘That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 
ty-sccond section ofthe bill of the Senate, with the follow- 
lngamendment, to wit: Add to said section the following: 
“ Provided, That the Secretary of War may order the dt 
charge of al persons in the military service who are under 
the age of eighteen years at the time of the application for 
the’ discharge, when it shall appear upon due proof that 
Such persons are in the service without the consent, either 
express or implied, of their parents or guardians: And pro- 
vided further, That such persons, their parents or guard- 
jas, shall first repay to the Government and to the Bute 
and loeal authorities all bounties and advance pay which 
may have been paid to them, anything in the act to which 
this isan amendment to the contrary notwithstanding.”’ 
And that the Senate do agree to said amendment. 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twenty- 
third section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
amendinent, to wit: 1, After the word * any,’’ in the fourth 
line of said section, insert the word “ drafted.”? 2. Strike 
out the words “drafted, and liable to render service,” in 
the fifth line of saidsection. And thatthe Senate do agree 
to the said amendments. 

That the House of Representatives agree to the twenty- 
ourth section of the bill of the Senate, with the following 
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amendment, to wit: After the word “ disability,” in the 
sixtcenth Jine, insert the words © and any ofticer, clerk, or 
depaty connected with the board of enrofiment who stall 
receive compensation trom any draited man for any ser- 
viees, or obtaining the performance of such service required 
from any member of said board by the provisions of this 
act.” And that the Senate do agree to said amendment. 

Thatthe House of Representatives do agree to the twenty- 
fifth section of the bill ef the Senate. ' 

Thatthe Llouse of Representatives doagree to the twenty 
sixth section of the bill of the Senate. 

That the Senate do agree to the twenty-sixth section of 
the amendment of the House of Representatives, with the 
following amendments, to wit: 1. After the word “ male,” 
in the first line of said section of said amendment, insert 
the word “colored.”? 2. Strike out the words “ of African 
descent,” in the second line of’said section. 3. Strike out 
the words ** whether citizeus or not,” in the third line of 
said section. 4. After the word ‘thereof,?? in the ninth 


| line of said section, insert the words “and thereupon such 
| slave shall be free.” 


5. Strike out the word “ owes,” in 
the twelfth line of said section, and insert the words “ was 
owing.” 6. Strike out the words * on freeing the person,” 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines of said section. 7. 
Strike out the word “the,” in the sixteenth line of said 
section, and insert the word “‘a?’ in lieu thereof. 8. Strike 
out the words “ commutation money, upon the master free- 


commutations, and every such colored volunteer on being 
mustered into the service shall be free,’ in lieu thereof. 
9. After the word “enlisted,” in the twenty-first line of 
said section, insert the words “ or have voluntecred.”’ 10. 


| After the word *‘ applicable,” in the twenty-fourth line of 


said section, strike out the words “as well.” 11. Add to 
said section the following: “ But men of color, drafted or 
enlisted, or who may volunteer into the military service, 
while théy shalt be credited on the quotas of the several 


| States, or subdivisions of States, wherein they are respect- 


ively drafted, enlisted, or shall volunteer, shall not be as- 
sigued as State troops, but shal! be mustered into regiments 
or companies as United States colored volumteers.” And 
that the House of Representatives do agree to the said sev- 
eral amendments, 

Thatthe twenty-seventh section of the bill of the Senate 
be stricken out. 

‘That the following section be inserted in the bill of the 
Senate, to wit: 

“Sec. —. Andbeit further enacted, That the words § pre- 
einct’? and ‘ election district,’ as used in this act, shall not 
be construed to require any subdivision for purposes of en- 
roliment and draft less than the wards into which any city 
or village may be divided, or than the towns or towuships 
imto which any county may be divided.” 

That the House of Representatives do agree to the twen- 


| ty-eighth section of the bill of the Sénate, 


That the House of Representatives do recede from their 
amendment to the bill of the Senate, except as recited in 
the foregoing report. 

HENRY WILSON, 
J. W. NESMITH, 
J.W. GRIMUS, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
ROBERT 8CHENCK, 
HENRY C. DEMING, 

Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. SUMNER. 1 observe in one case an er- 
ror either of the pen or of the type. One item 


| ing the slave,” inthe nineteenth and twentieth lines of || 
| said section, and insert the words ** fuud derived from 








of the report proposes to strike out the word | 


“the,’’ in line sixteen of the twenty-sixth sec- 
tion of the emendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and insert the word ‘‘a’’ in lieu of it. 
The word **the’’ is in the fifteenth and not the 
sixteenth line of that section. 


Mr.SHERMAN. [have looked over the bill, | 
and I see that the report follows the paging of the || 


original bill, 
Mr. WILSON. Of the manuscript copy. 
Mr. SUMNER. I haye made several marks 


| of the kind [ have just stated. 
Mr.SHERMAN. Soit is all the way through. || 


You can tell nothing from this report. 
Mr. WILSON. The-numbers are according 


to the manuscript copy, and not according to the 
printed bill. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


the manuscript bills. 
Mr.SUMNER. Following the printed copy, 
I observe severat discrepancies. 


ing anything about it. 
he VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


agreeing to the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 


Mr. POWELL. 
on that question, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. We have been compelled 
to examine this bil) so hastily that I wish to ask 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 


We have before us the | 
printed bills; but these amendments are based on || 


If it is all right | 
in the manuscript, I do not know the use of say/ 


I ask for the yeas and nays | 





fairs what change, if any,is made in the comma- | 


tation required by the Senate bill? 
change the rate of commutation? 


on WILSON. It reduces it from $400 to 
$300. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I wieh toask one further 


Does this 
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| question. | understand that willexempt the party 


for one year, and no longer, 

Mr. WILSON. The Senate provided in the 
bill that the commutation should be $400, and that 
the person paying commutation should be subject 
to the next call, The House of Representatives 
reduced the sum from $400 to $300, and provided 
that the name of the person paying commutation 


| should not be placed in the box and be liable to 





| explained. 


be drafted againwuntil the entire list in the box 
had been drawn out That seemed to be a bounty 
to pay the commutation as against getting sub- 
stitutes, because if a man gota substitute and the 
substitute was liable to duty and was drafted in 
the next draft, then he had to go; and of course 
a man would not procure a substitute, but would 
pay the money under those circumstances. The 
time, therefore, was agreed upon to be one year. 
The payment of commutation will exempt for 
one year under this report, 

Mr. SHERMAN, There are one or two radi- 
cal changes in this bill which I should like to have 
It is a very important bill, I very 
rarely make any objection to the report of a com- 
mittee of conference, because I know they have 
great difficulties to overcome. They must yield 
as a matter of course, there being differences be- 
tween the two Houses. ButI should like to know 
if there was any veason given in the committee for 
striking out the sixth section of the Senate bill? 


| L will state, before the Senator from Massachusetts 
| answers, that the fifth section also has been very 


materially modified, and | do notthink it has been 


| atall improved, by inserting this clause at the 


| the Senate, and was inserted b 


end of the section: 

And his name shall be retained on the roll in filling future 
quotas; but in no instance shall the exemption of any per- 
son on account of his payment of commutation money for 
the procuration of a substitute extend beyoud one year; 
but at the end of one year, in every such case, the name 
of any person so exempted shall be enrolled again if not 
before returned to the enrollment list under the provisions 
of this section, 

Under the operation of the bill as it is amended, 
ifa person pays commutation money it exempis 
him from service forone year. Under the billas 
it passed the Senate, it exempted him from ser- 
vice only during that call; so that the resalt of 
the conference has been to give a greater effect to 
the payment of commutation money than was 
given to it by the Senate bill, if | understand it 
correetly. 

The sixth section was carefully considered in 
a very full vote, 
almost a unanimous vote, and | see no reason for 
striking it out: 


That the commutation money paid by persons drafted in 


| any congressional district chall be applted by the War De- 


partment for the procuration of substitutes, which substt- 
tutes shall be credited to that district in filling its quota. 
Anil then it requires each State and each dis- 
trict of a State to proceed with the draft to fillits 
quota. This is the only provision in the bill 
which compels ench State to fillits quota. If you 


| strike out the sixth section of the bill the pay- 
| ment of the commutation money by any of the 


States would relieve that State from the draft for 
one year, and in the mean time the draft would 6° 
on and be enforced in the other States which do 
not pay the commutation money. Under the 
operations of this bill any State might pay the 
entire commutation money, and thus be relieved 
from the draft without furnishing a single soldier. 
it seems to me, unless there is some good reason 
for it, this should not be adopted. It is a radical 
change of the law; and in certain districts and 
communities it may defeat the draft, as has been 
done under the old law. I should like to under- 
stand why that section is stricken out, and also 
the seventh section; but that is not so material, 
I notice also that several sections of the Senate 


| bill are stricken lout, and other sections of the 
| House bill which relate to different matters are 


inserted. It is very difficult to understand it 
without having the whole bill before us as it will 
be if this report shall be concurred in. It seems 
to me that in the printing of.this bill, it should 
have been printed as it will stand if it passes in 


| the form recommended by the committee of con- 


ference. As it is printed now we, cannot under- 
stand it. The felovontien to the pages and lines 
refer to the manuscript copy, and not to the print- 
ed copy. It is impossible for any one to under- 
stand this importantcommittee of conference with- 


‘out a great deal of labor, and doing whit the 
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port of the committee of conference. 
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printers might have done by printing it as it will 
stand in case we adopt the report of the commit- | 


tee of conference. 
Mr. WILSON. 
Representatives struck out the sixth section of | 


Mr. President, the House of 


the Senate bill. It will be remembered that that 
section was offered by three Senators, and was 
made up here in the Senate. The different por- 
tions of the sections are retained in the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
Senator refer to them. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow me 
one moment, I willread a portion of itin an amend- 
ment made by the committee to the third section. 
In the report of: the committee of conference, on 
page 32, the Senator will find the following: 

10. After the word “ county,” in the end of said section, 
add the following: “ And if the quote of any district shall 
not be filled by the dratt made in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act andthe act to which itis an amendment, 
further dratis shall be made, and like proceedings had until 
the quota of such district shall be filled.” ‘ 

That provision is secured, As to the seventh 
section, the House struck that out, and the Senate 
committee agreed to it for the reason that it isal- 
ready in the old law and there is no need for it 
here. It is merely surplusage. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I willask the Senator where 
the committee have inserted this provision of the 
sixth section: 

That colored troops enlisted and mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States in any State sitall not be credited 
upon the quota oftany other State. 

Where is that inserted; or is it inserted at all? 

Mr. WILSON. The committee of conference 
»ropose to amend the twenty-sixth section of the 
nll of the House of Representatives by adding 
the following: 

But men of color, drafted or enlisted, or who may vol- 
unteer into the military service, while they shall be cred- 
ited on the quotas of the several States, or subdivisions of 
States, wherein they are respectively drafted, enlisted, or 
shall volunteer, shall not be assigned as State troops, but 
shall be mustered into regiments or companies as the United 
States colored voluntecrs. 

They are to be credited where they belong. 

Mr.SHERMAN. All I desire is to preserve 
in some form the features of the sixth section. 
As the Senator says they are preserved, I have 
no wbjection to the report. * 

Mr, WILSON. The Senator from Iowa has 
the bill made up this morning just as it will be 
when the report of the committee of conference 
shall be adopted, and I assure the Senator he will 
find it correct. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I wish to state at 
this stage of the proceedings, as it may be as ap- 
propriate now as at any other time, thatalthough 
there are many things in this enrollment bill which 
I favor, | cannot consistently with my sense of 
public duty vote for any conscription law that 
retains the commutation clause in any form. 
Hence I shall vote against concurring in the re- 


Te 


Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, I shall re- 
luctantly vote against concurrence in the report of 
this committee of confeygnce. There are some 
things in this report that | should be very glad to 
vote for; but the position assumed by he Sena- 
tor from Indiana meets my concurrence. | voted 
with him on the subject of commutation when the 
hill was before the Senate, and I have seen no 
reason to change my opinion on that subject. | 
do not believe the House of Representatives have 
added anything to strengthen this bill in the way 
of procuring soldiers for our armies. I believe 
their amendments will have the other effect. 

The twenty-sixth section of the amendment of 
the Llouse of Representatives, which provided for 
the mustering in of persons of African descent, 
has been amended a somewhat improved by the 
committee of conference, but still it contains pro- 
visions that | cannot support. It provides that 
we shall go into the State of Kentucky, for in- 
stance, and muster in the slaves of loyal and dis- 
loyal masters alike, and it proposes to pay from 
the Treasury of the countr $300 apiece for those 
slaves if they are claimed is loyal masters; and 
then it proposes to credit these slaves, which the 
people pay for, to the quota of that particular 
State. In other words, it proposes to call on the 
people of Minnesota to furnish her troops, and 
then whatever moncy certain of her citizens may 
pay by way of commutation is to be taken and 
paid to the slaveholder for his slave, and the State 
is to be credited with that slave. 
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I believe that this is wrong in principle. 1 be- |) 


Jieve that these slaves owe service to the country 
just as much as the apprentice or the minor boy. 
You tke the apprentice boy in Massachusetts 
eighteen years of age and deprive his master of 
three years’ service without paying him one cent. 
You take the son of the aged father, who is de- 
pendent on the service of his son for eer ionet 
force him at eighteen years of age into the Army 
without paying that father. I never will consent 
to tarn round and pay another class of men for 
the services of their slaves who owe gervice to 
the Government just as much as the apprentice 
or the minor boy. 

Besides, you provide for paying for these slaves 
more than they are worth, admitting that their 
masters ought to be paid atall. Why, sir, ina 
year and u half from now the slaves of Maryland 
and of Kentucky, in my humble judgment, will 
not be worth one cent, and they cannot be made 
valuable for one cent; for | believe slavery is 
going by the board. While the people of the free 
States are taxed as they have been, and while the 
resources of the North have been invoked as they 
have been, [ am unwilling that the fund which 
is raised in the North by the payment of commu- 
tation shall be-carried down to these slave States 
for the purpose of compensating the loyal or dis- 
loyal masters of slaves. 

{ will state that there is one greatadvance made 
in this bill. It provides that the slave on being 
mustered in shall be free; but the Senator from 
Maryland { Mr. Jounson] said the other day that 
the bare fact of mustering them into the service 
freed them. I shall vote against the report. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. [do not think it requisite 
on every occasion for a Senator to give the reasons 
of his vote; and yet after the remark that has been 
made by the Senator from Indiana, I wish to say 
one word simply. 

I feel very much as he does with respect to the 
effect of allowing the commutation clause in this 
bill. Ithink it will greatly impair the value of the 
bill and retard the filling up of the Army, which is 
the greatand essential thing. But, sir, if I cannot 
get the bill exactly in the shape I desire, or in the 
mode in which I think it will be of the most value, 
still I do not understand that that should control 
my action so far as to prevent my voting for the 
bill. Iff cannot get itin the Best shape in which 
I think the necessities of the country require it, I 
feel as if | ought to go for it in the best shape in 
which Lam able to get it. I have reason to be- 
lieve that the result of this conference committee 
has combined as near as possible the general sen- 
timent of both Houses of Congress, and perhaps 
the general sentiment of the country gp the subject. 

I think the striking out that exemption clause 
would have filled up the Army, and filled it up in 
such a way as would have made the spring cam- 
paign a perfect success, and would have term- 
inated this war. I believe that no person in the 
country who is able to bear arms has a right or 
would have a right to resist the operation of such 
a law, stringent as it might be, but required by 
the stern necessities ofthe case. ; 

Believing that this bill if it passes in its present 
shape will go far toward filling up the Army and 
supplying the requisites required by the opening 
campaign, | shall give my vote in favor of the 
report of this committee. In doing so I simply 
desired to express the reason for my own action, 
without attempting in any way to reflect on the 
conduct of others in their action. ; 

Mr. DAVIS. I rise merely to state one or two 
objections which will induce me to vote against 
this report of the committee of conference. That 
report would leave much in the bill that I heartily 
approve of, but it would leave much that I utterly 
condemn. Inthe first place, the first section of the 
billisuntouched. That section isin these words: 

© That the President of the United States shall be author- 
ized, whenever he shalldeem it necessary ,during the present 


war, to call for such number of men for the military service 
of the United States as the public exigencies may require.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crank in 
the chair.) The Senator will on the Chair, 
It becomes the duty of the Chair to call up in the 
order of business the unfinished business of yes- 
terday at this time. 

Mr. WILSON. I move the postponement of 
that measure and all other orders for the purpose 
of continuing the consideration of this report. 

The motion was agrecd to. 
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, there is but one 
power under our Government that is authorized 
to raise armies, and that power is the Congress 
of the United States. The first section, to which 
I object, surrenders that power wholly and un- 
conditionally to the President during the war, to 
the extent of the whole military population of the 
United States. I hold that Congress have no 
ywower to make any such surrender, and that the 

xecutive has no competency to accept power to 
raise urmies. The President cannot accept or 
exercise any legislative power. There is but one 
other concession on the part of Congress to make 
the power which it yields to the President over 
the subject of the armies complete; that is also to 
authorize him to levy the taxes and borrow the 
money necessary to supportthe Army. These 
are all legislative powers, and are required to be 
exercised by Congress. It must give the opera- 
tions of raising armies, levying taxes, and bor- 
rowing money to support them, the form and 
completeness of laws, which the President can 
then execute. Sir, if it is competent for Congress 
to surrender to the President the uncontrolled 
power to raise armies in this war to the utmost 
extent of the population of the United States, it is 
equally competent for it to surrender to the Presj- 
dent the power to support those armies; neither of 
which can be done. 

Another objection that I have to this bill is that 
it recognizes the enrolling of negro troops, which 
I hold to be both unconstitutional and impolitic, 

A third objection is that it declares the libera- 
tion of slaves immediately upon their being mus- 
tered into the service of the United States. As] 
have frequently stated, 1 hold that this is entirely 
without the competency and power of Congress, 

A fourth objection which I make ‘to the report 
of the committee is that it is extensive and quite 
complicated. It is an extensive maze which | 
have not yet explored, and do not comprehend; 
and there has been no sufficient time accorded to 
the Senate to perform that task. I myself, at 
least—and I suppose it is so with every other 
member of the Senate except the committee of 
conference—have to vote on the question of ac- 
cepting this report entirely in the dark, without 
the necessary lights or opportunity to obtain those 
lights by an examination of the bill. 

For these reasons I shall vote against the report. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I would have pre- 
ferred if there had been neither exemption from 
nor commutation for military service in this bill; 
but as a bill without these provisions could not 
be passed, believing that the country demands an 
enrollment bill of this- charactar, and believing 
that there is much good to be accomplished by it 
as it is, I shall waive my objections, and castmy 
vote for the report of the committee in the per- 
formance of my duty to the country. 

Mr. GRIMES. As is very well known to 
the members of the Senate I voted against the 
passage of this bill when it was originally under 
consideration in the Senate. The principal rea- 
son for thus casting my vote was that which has 
been assigned by the ania from Indiana. | 
was opposed to thiscommutation clause. Butasa 
member of the conference committee | found it was 
impossible for us to pass any bill unless I sacri- 
ficed some of my personal opinions to the opin- 
ions of other gentlemen; and hence, with a good 
deal of reluctance, | consented to its incorpora- 
tion into this bill as framed by the committee, and 
agreed to report it back to the Senate with the 
modifications that are now contained in it as pre- 
sented by the committee of conference; that 's, 
reducing the commutation from $400 to $300, and 
making the exemption continue only for one year 
+ place of the time that was fixed in the original 

ill. 

Mr. President, I also sympathized with the 
opinions which the Senator from Minnesota hus 
expressed here in relation to the twenty-sixth 
section of the House bill, which the conference 
committee-has adopted with some modifications. 
That section, as the bill originally passed the 
House, provided— 

“ Tat all able-bodied male persons of African descent, be- 
tween the ages of twenty and forty-five years, whether cit!" 
zens or not, resident in the United States, shall be enrolled 
according to the provisions of this act, and of the act 
which this is an amendment, and form part of the national 
forces; and when a slave of a loyal master shall be drafted 


and mustered into the service of the United States his mas- 
ter shal) haveacertificate thereof ; and the bounty of $10", 
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now payable by law for each drafted man, shall be paid to 
the person to whom such drafted person Owes serv ice or 
jabor at the time of his muster into the service of the Uni- 
ted States, on freeing the person.”? 


Itgavean opportunity to the master of the slave 
to retain him as a slave, notwithstanding he was 
fighting the battles of the country, and take him 
back into slavery at the end of the war. The com- 
mittee of conference modified it so as to declare 
that this man should be free from the moment he 
was mustered into the service ofthe United States. 
We thus secure the freedom of the man for the 
yayment of $100, and secure a soldier to the Army 
of the United States. The same provision is ex- 
tended to those who enlist and to whom the sum 
of $300 is paid. They are to be free,and cannot 
afterwards be thrown into slavery. 

The Senator from Wisconsin quoted the remark 
of the Senator from Maryland the other day to the 
effect that they were free from the moment they 
were enlisted into the service of the United States. 
That was not the spirit of the remark made by 
the Senator from Maryland. He meant to_say, 
1 apprehend, that they were virtually free from 
the moment they were enlisted into the service. 
They are not actually and de jure free, although 
they may be de facto free. By this bill we make 
them both de facto and de jure free; and I submit to 
the Senator from Minnesota and to all my friends 
who sympathize with me on this subject that that 
is accomplishing a great deal. 

Mr. President, I can see the hardship of forcing 
a man’s sonsinto the Army or his apprentice, and 
not paying him any eer’ when you pay a 
bounty to the master of a slave ; but we cannot 
carry out all our humanitarian views here in the 
Senate, or in legislating for the country. We 
want to fill up the Army; we want to fill it up as 
rapidly as possible; werwant to pass this bill be- 
fore the Ist of March; we want to prevent any 
disagreement between the two Houses of Con- 
gress, So that it can be immediately put into effect 
and these men can become efficient for the spring 
campaign; and hence as a member of the com- 
mittee | consented to, and as a member of the 
Senate | shall vote for, some provisions of this 
bill which are slightly objectionable to me person- 
ally. I am not going to allow my personal pre- 
dilections in regard to any of these questions to 
control my vote in such a manner as to prevent 
the armies being replenished under this bill for the 
spring campaign. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the amend- 
ments which have been made by the House of 
tepresentatives and accepted by the committee of 
conference have improved the Senate bill. The 
bill as it now stands improves the act of last year 
and makes a more efficientenrollment act. I think | 
that all the features of this bill improve the effi- 
ciency of the existing law. It is highly import- 
ant that it shall be promptly passed, for we must 
enforce the draft in some portions of the country 
in order to fill up the ranks of our armies. 

The section to which objection is made by the 
Senator from Minnesota has been improved, as 
he admits, by the committee of conference. By 
that section as it passed the House of Represent- 
atives, persons held to service or labor drafted or 
enlisted into the military service were not made 
free until their masters freed them. Sir, I will 
not consent to allow any man to wear the uniform 
of the United States or to follow its flag who is 
a slave; and this amended section provides thata 
slave mustered into the service of the United States 
is free—made free by law on being mustered into 
that service. I believe that a slave owes higher 
service to his country than he owes to any man 
on earth, and that the country has a claim on all 
her children; and that all who are fit to do mili- 
tar, duty, black or white, free or slave, are under 
obligations to the Government, and the Govern- 
ment has an undoubted right to demand their ser- 
vices. ‘The Government claims and takes our 
neighbors, brothers, sons, why may it not take 
the slaves of the slavemasters? Is the blood of 
o slave dearer to us than the blood of our own 

ons? * 

_The Senator from Kentucky has objected to the 

ill, and avows his purpose to vote against it be- 
cause it proposes to enroll and draft colored per- 
Sons. Lam not surprised at this avowal. Sir, 
when the act was pending before us a year and a 

alfago to authorize the Government to employ 
colored persons for the military service, the Sen- | 

















ator opposed it in the strongest terms. He told |! employs it in whatever 
|| pleases. 
|| commutation money is paid, those men are cred- 


us there were from eighty to one hundred thou- 
sand slaves in Kentucky owned by disloyal mas- 
ters, and that the people of an would wel- 
come foreign despotism or they would arm them- 
selves and fight us to the last if we undertook to 
arm and free these slaves of disloyal men. 

Mr. DAVIS. I said no such thing. 

Mr. WILSON. I will read what the Senator 
did say; 1 quote from the Globe: 

“Tn my own State [ have no doubt that there are from 
eighty to one ‘hundred thousand slaves that betong to dis- 
loyal men. You propose to place arms in the hands of the 
men and boys, or such of them as are able to handle arms, 
and to manumit the whole mass, men, women, and chil- 
dren, and leave themamong us. Do you expect us to give 
our sanction and our approval to these things? -No, no! 
We would regard their authors as our worst enemies, and 
there is no foreign despotism that could come to our res- 
cue that we would not joyously embrace before we would 
submit to any such condition of thingsas that. But before 
we had invoked this foreign despotism, we would arm every 
man and boy that we have in the land, and we would meet 
you in a death struggle to overthrow together such an op- 
pression and our oppressors. But we expect to effect our 
deliverance peacefully at the ballot-box ; but we know, if 
it comes to the triul of arms, we will have the support of 
the great body of the American people.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS. That I admit. 

Mr. WILSON. I certainly did not mean to 
overstate it, and I did not mean to misstate his 
position, or to comment upon it. I simply wish 
to state that Senator’s position on this question 
of arming colored men. Sir, I want to be under- 
stood in the Senate, and I make no reflections 
by these remarks upon the position of the Sena- 
tor which he affirms to-day. Kentucky has sent 
nearly one half of her men fit for duty into the 
military service of the country, or they have 
gone into. the rebel service. The State has re- 
sponded with great patriotism to the calls made 
upon her. She has, I think, done her duty, and 
done it nobly and bravely. She is called upon 
now for eighteen thousand men under the call for 
five hundred thousand, and she has enlisted less 
than seven hundred. That State, under thiscall, 
owes the Government more than seventeen thou- 
sand men, and to draft those men will be an im- 
mense call on the one hundred and twelve thou- 
sand enrolled men. She has a large population 
of slaves, and according to the Senator’s own 
statementthere must be somewhere from ten thou- 


masters in that State. This bill provides that those 
persons shall beenrolled, thattheyshall be drafted, 
that they may enlistin the service and be credited 
to Kentucky, and thata commission shall be ap- 

ointed, if they are enlisted, to make an award to 
oyal masters of the commutation money, ora 
portion of it, paid by persons who pay commu- 
tation rather than render personal service. This 
bill will be an immense relief to Kentucky. There 
is not a State in this Union that will be relieved 
by the passage of this act so much as the State of 
Kentucky. There is not a State in the Union 
where a draft for ten thousand, fifteen thousand, 
or twenty thousand men would press so hard upon 
the people as in the State of Kentucky. We pro- 
vide for enrolling all her colored men, slave and 
free, the slaves of the loyal and disloyal masters, 


military service, and for enlisting them. Sir, this 
will be a boon to the white men of Kentucky, will 
be an immense relief to them, and will, I doubt 
not, be hailed and welcomed by her toiling men, 
upon whom the burdens of military duties press 
heavily. Slawemasters, caring more for slavery 
than for the toiling people or for the periled coun- 
try, may denounce this act, but it will carry relief 
to the homes of the poor white men of Kentucky. 
They will soon realize its blessings. They do 
not believe the blood of the rich man’s slaves 
dearer than their own. 

Mr. HOWE. Do I understand the Senator to 
say that this commutation money paid from the 
other States can be applied to the purchase of ne- 
groes in the State of Kentucky ? 

Mr. WILSON. Sir, | refer to the section which 
reads: 

“The Secretary of War shall on a commission in 
each of the slave States represented in Congress, charged 
to award to each loyal person to whom the colored volun- 
teer nay owe service a just compensation, not exceeding 
$300, to each such colored volunteer, payable out of the 
commutation money,” &c. 

The Government is authorized to draft; it ac- 
cepts substitutes; it acceptsa commutation. The 
Government takes this commutation money and 


sand to fifteen thousand able-bodied slaves of rebel | 








and for drafting them and bringing them into the | 
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; rt of the country it 
If itraises men in the State where the 


ited to that State. If it raises the men in other 
States, they are credited to those other States; but 
they go to fill — Army, and the Government 
gets the men called for. e provide, in order to 
deal equitably and justly, and with extreme lib- 
erality, that there shall be a commissian appointed 
which may award to persons claiming the service 
or labor of colored men a sum not exceeding $300 


| for every slave mustered into the military service, 


to be paid out of the commutation fund. This 
measure will tend to produce good feeling and 
harmony among the different portions of the peo- 
ple of the loyal States, and will therefore promote 
the interests of the whole country. It will put 
thousands of colored men into the service of the 
United States, save the blood of thousands of 
white men, and, to some extent, lighten the bur- 
dens of the slaveholding border States which the 
extinction of slavery may impose upon them. 
Slavery is destined to perish. It will not, it can- 
not survive the war into which it has plunged the 
nation. Slavemasters whose treason, unjust de- 
mands, or timidity brought this conflict upon us, 
have little claim to the generosity of the nation; 
but, for the harmony of the country, the nation 
should deal generously with the slave States that 
have remained faithful to thre country. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I stated in as few 
words as I could use to express my meaning a 
few objections that would induce me to vote 
against this report. In performing that task it 
was not my purpose to enter into any debate or 
any examination of the merits of the bill; but 
merely that my own constituency might know 
the grounds upon which I voted, I rose to state 
the grounds of my vote in a few general remarks. 

The Senator from Massachusetts comes into 
the Senate Chamber with an extract from a speech 
of mine made a considerable time back upon a 
cognate subject, and reads it to the Senate, hav- 
ing first stated it, and according to his usual habit 
having grossly perverted, misrepresented, and 
garbled what I had said. 

Mr. WILSON, The report will show that it 
was exactly right. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator had contented 
himself with reading from my speech as I deliv- 
ered it, | would have taken no exception whatever 
to his course; but he first falsely stated the effect 
of what I said; after he had denounced it on that 
ground, he then read it. It seems to me, Mr. 
President, that that Senator is determined to press 
me to the wall. When I commenced to quote 
that Senator’s personal attacks on me a few days 
since, made on previous occasions in the Senate, 
the Senate, I admit in obedience to its rules, sus- 
tained a motion calling me to order, and denied me 
the privilege of quoting and reviewing what he 
had said in his assaults upon me, I do not com- 
plain that the Senate thus enforced its rules, but 
when the Senate metes out one rule to me and 
a different one to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, with all respect and deference to the Senate 
and its judgment, [ think it does me injustice. 

Now, | will say one or two words in relation 
to the bill and report under consideration; and | 
regret that | am called upon to say anything in 
addition to the few remarks that I before made. 
The Senator says this measure is liberal to Ken- 
tucky, and it is liberal in the aspect of relieving 
her white population to some considerable extent 
from military service and imposing it upon the 
slaves. Mr. President, | suppose that Kentucky 
is the best judge of that matter. If she is ready 
and willing, and offers to raise her full quota of 
men for this war, it seems to me that it would be 
not only liberal but it would be nothing more than 
strict justice toallow her todo it in her own mode. 
She would greatly prefer to ‘raise all her troops 
from her white population, and whenever she isin 
default for an unreasonable time in raising her full 
quota from her white population, the Government 
of the United States would then have a pretext 
and some show of reason for levying the residue 
in which she was deficient upon her negro popula- 
tion. But-she has been in no such default foran 
upreasonable time. The Senator states truly that 
the military population of Kentucky according to 
the rolls is about one hundred and twelve thou- 
sand. Her returns to the War Department show 
that she has supptied upward of fifty thousand 
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white soldiers to the United States Army, nearly 
one balfof Ler military population, and 4 there 
were an accurate and impartial examination of this 
matter, [doubt whether there is a single State in 
the Union that has sent a larger proporuon of her 
military population into the service of the United 
Suites than that State. 

If the Senator from Massachusetts and theSen- 
ate and the Government wish to deal liberally 
with Kentucky as he professes, for he says this 
measure will be more liberal and beneficent to her 
than to any other State, just Ict that State have 
the option to raise her full military quota from 
her white population, and if she fails to produce 
her full quota from that population, let Congress 


then take measures to levy the residue upon the 


siave population, 
But, Mr. President, [ merely rose to announce 


the general position that Kentucky and her rep- | 


vesentatives in the two [louses of Congress do 
not need the instruction of the Senator from Mas- 
sachuselts as to what is the just and most liberal 
mode to her of raising her quota of the armies of 
the United States. If she is to be dealt with lib- 


erally, or even justly, let the State herself be the || 
judge of the mode and her particular population | 


by and from which she is to make her contribu- 


tions; and if she does not then respond with every || 


man that is required by the rule which she pre- 
fers after a reasonakle time, and she is still in de- 
fault, L will then, at least, remain silent. 

The bill proposes to make some compensation 
to the loyal owners for slaves that are to be put 
inthe Army. I pronounce that the compensa- 
tion which it offers isa mockery. If you takea 
stout young negro, that may be a mechanic or a 
field laborer, and that will hire at from one hun- 
dred and fifty to three hundred dollars a year, it 
is no adequate compensation to his owner if the 
officers of the United States Government, or the 
Government itself, or Congress, arbitrarily assess 
him at the value of $100 or even $300. If the ne- 
gro is not to be recognized as property, take him, 
as the Senator from Minnesota suggests, without 


any compensation or pay to the owner whatever. | 
If you have the fight to make a soldier of him, | 
and the citizen who has possession of him has no | 
right or property in him, the Government ought | 


to pay nothing forhim. But if he is the property 
of the owner—upon which no question can be 
raised with any show of reason—that owner is en- 
titled to his fair and reasonable value. But, sir, 
do not mock us with a proposition to pay us only 
what would be a reasonable hire for one or two 
years as the value of a slave that is from eighteen 


to twenty-five or thirty years of age; and which | 


slave, before the commencement of our troubles, 
would have sold for from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand dollars. 

But, sir, | say that you have no power; it is 
not competent for the Government of the United 
States to assess the value itself of property that 
it takes from the citizen. Lf the negro is put en- 
urely upon the footing of the white man we are 
entitled to no pay for him. If he cannot be placed 
in that status he is property, and as to loyal own- 
ers is to be paid for at his value. That value is 
not $300. 
tum or judgment of the Congress of the United 
States, or of any of its military officers, but the 
way sanctioned by usage, universal usage and 
practice, and that is by fair and impartial valu- 
ers appointed by the éivil courts. I insist that 
the loyal owner having property in his slave is 
entitled to the full and fuir estimate of his value 
by impartial men appointed for that purpose. 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. Presideut,I rise to state 
very briefly one or two reasons why I cannot 
vote for this report of the committee of confer- 
ence. In the first place, I believe that this whole 
conscription business, as provided for by this 
bill and by the act.which it proposes to amend, 
Is a gross violation of the Constitution of the 
country. The whole tendency of it is to over- 
throw the constitutional rights of the States and 


to establish a consolidated despotism. 1 stated 
my reasons for this opinion at some length when 
the first conscription bill was up, and [ will not 


repeat them now, 

Sir, the proper way to reach the militia of the 
States under the Constitution is for Congress to 
indicate the number of men that it wants, and then 
to let them be apportioned among the States, and let 
the States furnish them, even by draft if they find 
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|| are objectionable. 
| Senator in this Chamber who was not a member 





t is not to be ascertained by the dic- || 




















that necessary. That is not done in these con- 


scription bills. TFhey destroy utterly the militia 


of the Siates and absorb them into this great con- 
solidated despotism, for it can be wielded for 
despotic purposes. 

This bill makes no limitation as to the number 
of men that the President may call into the ser- 
vice. It does not limit it to one handred thou- 
sand, to five hundred thousand, or to a million. 
It leaves the whole matter at the discretion of the 
Sir, I would clothe no man on earth 
with such power. ‘ 
ple ever should clothe any of their magistrates 
with such power. 
liberties, to say the least of it. 

There are many features of this bill that to me 
| do not suppose there is a 


of the committee of conference that understands 
it, and I doubt whetherever the members of that 
committee if they were ca.lea upon could give a 
lucid explanation of how the bill stands in many 
of its features. It isalmost interminable in length. 
The report amends almost every section of the 
bill; it adopts some sections of the House amend- 
ment and excludes others; it adopts some with 
modifications; it amends some of the sections of 
the Senate bill; and so on, so that it is almost 
impossible for us to know how the bill really 
stands. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that the 


ingly liberal to Kentucky. Allow me to tell that 
Senator that the twenty-sixth section is not only 
ute and direct vidlation of the Constitution. 
What is the Constitution of your country upon 
the subject of taking private property? ‘t Nor 


without just compensation.”’ It will not do for 
Senators to say that slaves in Kentucky are not 
private property, for in this very bill you recog- 
nize them as private property, and attempt to pay 
what in the language of the bill is said to be ‘a 
just compensation.”? By the bill you recognize 
them as private property, @nd you legislate for 
payment for them; but lL ask you if you do pay 
a just compensation within the meaning of the 
Constitution? What is just compensation? It 
is the full value of the property taken for public 
use. You take this property for public use and 
in the very language of the bill you put a limita- 
tion on the valuation, and you say that the Sec- 
retary of War shall appoint a commission in 
each of the slave States represented in Congress 
**charged toaward to each loyal person to whom 
a colored volunteer may owe service a just com- 
pensation, not exceeding $300, for each such col- 
ored volunteer.”’ 

Will any Senator here rise in his place and sa 
that that section of the bill is in compliance with 
the clause of the Constitution which | have read? 
Is $300 just compensation? Some Senators may 
think itis. | know that it is not. If you are 
going to give just compensation, why put ina 
limitation? You propose that the Seerctary of 


War shall appoint a commission, and that com- | 


mission shall be the sole judge. You make no 
provision for an appeal, for a reversal of that de- 
cision if the loyal owner should deem it incorrect. 
You do not say that the owner shall have just 
compensation within the meaning of the Consti- 
tution, but you say ‘* just compensation”’ in your 
bill, and you limit it to $300. Why the limita- 


tion if the purpose realty be to give just compen- | 


sation? 

Mr. President, to strip the bill of its technical- 
ities, it is a bill to rob and to plunder the slave- 
holders of the loyal States.. The purpose of the 
bill, in my judgment, is not so much to get sol- 
diers into your Army as to strike down this insti- 
tution in ihe State of Kentucky and the other ad- 
hering States; and I should admire the candor of 
Senators more if they would rise and speak out 
with the boldness of truth and manhood, and say 
that wastheirintention, Whethera man isrightor 
wrong, | like candid words. To use a common 
expression, | like fair sailing. Sir, the purpose, 
so far as my State is concerned, is not so much to 
getsoldiers into yourArmy. Has Kentucky been 
in default? No, sir. Does that State desire her 

uota to be filled ap from her slave population? 

o Senator who has watched the proceedings of 
that State can say so. Her Legislature has over 
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and over again declared by resolves that the State 


|| seventecn thousand men now. 
| veet information, | wish the Senator from Ken- 
I do not think that a free peo- | 


It is dangerous to the public 


| the people of Kentucky, wh 
° ° ° ° 1} 
twenty-sixth section is not only just but exceed- | 


— and illiberal to Kentucky but it is an ab- | 
| so 


| tucky. 





| than a white man. 
| as good as the white man, 
| word of it. 





| was before the Senate. > 
| features of the bill, and I could not reconcile my- 











ebruary 19, 


is opposed to enlisting negroes into the service, 
Mr. HOWARD. Wili the Senator trom Key- 
tucky allow me to ask hit one question? 
Mr. POWELL. Certainly. 
‘Mr. HOWARD, The Senator may have better 
information on the subject than | have; but, ac- 
cording to my information, Kentucky has by no 
means filled up her quota, and is in arrear some 
If that be incor. 


tucky would set me right. Certainly I shall not 
complain of any compliment he may see fit to pay 
Kentucky; but if the fact be as | understand, sijv 


| is actually in default. 


Mr. POWELL. That, I suppose, is under the 
present call. Before the last call ber quota was 
filled. 

Mr. WILSON. That is correct. 

Mr.POWELL. Ithoughtit was. Now, why 


| not allow the State under this last call to fill her 
| quota as she chooses? 
_clared by resolves over and over again that the 
| State does not wish to fill her quota by that de- 


Her Legislature has de- 


scription of her population. That is the opinion 
of her Governor, and indeed of every Governor 
we have had since this war commenced, and duy- 
ing that period three of our citizens have filled the 


| executive office. 


If the object is not to run athwart of the will of 
not pass your law 
in conformity with their oft-repeated resolves? 
Why not allow her to put her quota of white men 
in the field as she proposes to do?- By this \ill 
you run counter to her declared will in every form 
in whieh it could be given to the public, through 
her public agents in the State and her public off- 


| cials. And in doing it, the Senator from Massa- 
shall private property be taken for public use | 


chusetts says you are exceedingly liberal to Ken- 
Sir, we understand the object of this 

retended liberality. It is for the purpose that | 
os indicated. It isa stab at the institution of 
slavery in the State. That is the object; there» 
can be none other, for I do not believe that any 
of the Senators think a slave is a better soliicr 
I know they often say he is 
I do not believe a 
I do not believe a negro can make as 
good a soldier as a white man. I think there is 
no question of the fact that the white man isa 


|. better soldier, and he will prove himself so upon 
| every field. 


But when you speak of ‘ just compensation” 
in this bill and limit it to $300 when the property 
may be worth a thousand dollars and more, it is 
amockery. I hope this conference report will be 
voteddown, There are many objectionable feat- 
ures in it, but I shall not detain the Senate by 


| going over them, for 1 know that nothing I can 
| say here will stop this kind of legislation. 


Mr. HOWE, 


Mr. President, I do not regard 


| this bill as a stab at slavery in the States, and 
| if I did it would not hurt me much; but if the 


honorable chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs has given me the correct interpre- 


| tation. of it, it does seem to me—I wish I could 


understand it otherwise—as a very direct, if not 
a fatal stab, at the white population of the free 
States. I was compelled, very reluctantly indeed, 
to vote against the passage of the bill when it 
I was opposed to those 


self to them, nor could L be reconciled to those 
features of the bill which said substantially, said 
in effect, ‘* Volunteers cannot be obtained for $400, 
butany man who will pay $400 to the Government 
can be exempted from military service.” 1 could 
not reconcile myself to those features of that bill. 
Those features have been, as 1 understand, some- 
what modified by the committee of conference; 
modified in two respects. They do not by the pay- 
ment of this commutation money exempt the man 
from service during the whole period for whish 
the draft is made, but for only one year, as I under- 
stand. That is an improvement upon the bill; at 
least it makes it more satisfactory to my ow? 
views than the billas it passed the Senate. But 
then, on the contrary, they have put the price of 
commutation down ee $400 to $200, and that 
makes it more obnoxiousto me. This other feat- 
ure of the bill which has just been brought to 
my attention makes it more obnoxious than wu 
thing in the original bill or anything that 1 cou d 
conceive of in any bill, for the bill as it passed the 
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Senate provided that this commutation money 
should constitute x fund and should be applied to || 
the procuring of substitutes to act within the sev- 
eral distriets and to represent the several districts 
within which and from which the commutation | 
money was paid; so that if I was drafted and | 
chose to pay three hundred or four hundred dol- || 
lars, that money was direeted by that bill to be em- 
ployed in procuring some volunteer to serve, and 
thus save the necessity of drafting a man, another | 
of my neighbors, ‘ | 

That was a beneficent feature so far as it went; | 
hut the bill as it now comes from the conference | 
committee, as I understand, authorizes the Secre- | 
tary of War to take this whole commutation fund | 
and to go down into the State of Maryland or the | 
State of Kentucky and purchasé negroes to fill up | 
the quotas of those States. What is the conse- | 
quence? You wae draft within the congressional 
district in which [ live,.if you please, five thou- 
sand men. ‘wo thousand of them pay their com- | 
mutation. Weare then short two thousand men, | 
The money paid by those two thousand men may | 
be transported into the State of Maryland or the | 
State of Delaware or the State of Kentucky or the | 
State of Missouri, and be invested in the purchase | 
of negroes to fill up the quotas of those States. | 
Whit is the result on my congressional district? | 
Two thousand men are to be drafted there to fill 
up that quota. 

Now, let me ask the Senate what these two 
thousand men are in the Army for? Not as sub- | 
stitutes for any of their neighbors, but they are | 
in the Army as substitutes for somebody in States 
they never saw, within which they never placed a | 
foot, within which perhaps they may never place || 
afoot. The chairman of the committee says that | 
agreat object is achieved, that you get these col- | 
ored men into the Army. | mit that isa great 
object; L have thought so from the beginning; | | 
have never had any squeamishness about that 
point; but itis no greater object to get colored 
men into the Army than it is to get white men 
into the Army; and the authority which enables | 
you to take the one enables you to take the other. 
And now, in this the third year of the rebellion, 
for the national Legisiature to tell its people that 
it has got to tax the people of Maine or of Min- 
nesota, and tax them large sums, heavy bonuses, || 
in order to smooth the way to the enlistment of 
colored men in the Army of the United States, I 
do not think will strike them gratefully. If Lam | 
mistaken about the operation of this, I shall be 
very glad to have that mistake removed; but I take 








it just as [ understood it to be explained by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and [ cannot recon- 
cile myself to the propriety of it by any possibility. 

Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator that | 
by the existing law the money paid in as com- | 
mutation is paid out by the Government for sol- 
diers in any part of the country where the Gov- 
ernment can get them, and they are credited, not 
to the States paying the money, but to the place 
where they happen to live. That has been the 
practice of the Government under the present law. 


be used to obtain substitutes in the district where 
the money was paid. The House of Represent- 
atives on consideration strack that out. I ma 
say to the Senator that the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral believes it is a provision which cannot be 
executed, [t was stricken out of the bill, and 
there was no earthly chance to put it-in again. 
Wht the bill now does in this respect is pre- 
cisely what is done at present. A person is drafted 
and he pays the commutation money. The Gov- | 
ernment takes that money and hires a man in 
Massachusetts, perhaps, or in Maryland, or in 
Kentucky, but wherever a man is enlisted he is 
credited to the State from which he is taken. 

Mr. HOWE. Exactly; bat [ understand that 
Kentueky is called on for eighteen thousand men, 
and Wisconsin, if you please, for eighteen thou- 
sind men also. I do not understand that Wis- 
consin is at all relieved by the purchase of men 
i Kentucky? They do not go to get men in ex- 
cess of the quota of Wisconsin, but to fill up the 
quota of Kentucky, so that when the money 1s all 
expended Kentucky only is full and Wisconsin 
18 minus, ' 

Mr. GRIMES. Let me ask the Senator from 
Wisconsin if he does not see that by the opera- | 
tion of this act, if it shall be carried into effect as | 
a law, there will never be another conscription, | 
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|} and Wisconsin will never be called upon for an- 


other man? § 
Carolina, Kentucky, ‘Tennessee, and Missouri, 
and there enroll and draft all the colored men as 
soldiers, and make them fill up the quotas of those 
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States, there will be no necessity for theireoming | 


to his State and to mine for new men, 

Mr. HOWE. . 1! do not sce unless there is a 
draft how there is going to be any commutation 
money. Unless you draft soldiers from Iowa 
and Wisconsin, | do not see how the Government 
is going to get a fund from commutation with 
which to get colored men in those other States. 

Mr. GRIMES. The money that is to be paid 
to these drafted men is not to be paid out of this 
commutation money. "Phe commutation money 
goes to those who come forward voluntarily and 
enlist; but the money paid to those who are to 
be drafted is not required by the bill now under 
consideration to be paid out of the commutation 
money atall. 

Mr. HOWE. So I understood the chairman, 

Mr. GRIMES. I am willing to acknowledge 
to the Senator from Kentucky that I do vote for 
this measure believing it to be a genuine, good 
anti-slatery mensure. 1 am not disposed ta.go 
beyond the Constitution and the laws for the pur- 
pose of striking at slavery, but when I see that 
there is an opportunity fairly and legitimately for 


me to strike at slavery, I believe it is not only || men who are drafted under the law, and the other 


my right but my duty to doit, and Iam going 
to vote for this measure on that ground among 


é 


; a 
The clanse U have just read provides that the 


If we can go into Virginin, North master shall be paid’ the $100 bounty now pro- 


vided by law; and paid it from what? From the 
commutation fund? It does not say so. 

Mr. HOWE. Go on. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 was talking to the Senator 
about the question of draft. Now, the section 
goes on and provides: 

“The Seeretary of War shall appoint a commission In 
each of the slave States represented in Congress, charged to 
award to each Joyal person to whom a colored volunteer?’ — 
not a drafted man; that is referred to in the pre- 
ceding clause; but ** to whom a,” not the colored 
drafted man, but “to whom a colored volunteer 
may Owe service, a just compensation, not ex- 
eceding $300, for each such colored volunteer,” 
not drafied man, * payable out of the fund de- 
rived from commutations; and every such colored 
volunteer upon being mustered into the service of 
the United States shall be free.”’ 

Mr. HOWE. Precisely. 

Mr. GRIMES. _I was calling the attention of 


| the Senator from Wisconsin tothe fact that he was 


| 


others, because I cannot conceive anything that | 


ean be devised in a constitutional and legal form 
that will strike so severe a blow at the institution 
as this bill if we shall enact it into a law. 

Mr. POWELL. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from™lowa a qiestion. Does he think it 
would be a violation of the Constitution to take 
the slave of a loyal mun and pay him $300, pro- 
vided that slave was worth five hundred or a 
thousand dollars? 

Mr. GRIMES. I believe the Constitution says 


we shall pay a just compensation to the owner of |! 


private property taken for public use. Admit- 
ting that this is property, is there any necessity 
for anybody to determine it but ourselves? Who 
is to determine what is the value of the property? 
We say it is three hundred or one hundred dol- 
lars. 
Constitution. There is nothing in the Constitu- 
tion that requires us to go before a court and jury 
to determine what may be the value of this kind 
of property, admitting it to be property. 

Mr. HOWE. I want to have this point set- 
tled between the Senator from lowa and the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. [understand from one 
of them, the Senator from Massachusetts, that it 
is the commutation money which is to constitute 


the fund to be employed under the bill in this 


way. 
that it is some other fund, 1 do not know what 
fund. I should like to have that point settled. 

Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will permit me, 
I will read the section now under consideration. 
The first clause of that section as it was passed 
by the House of Representatives provided: 

* "That all able-bodied male persons of African descent, 
between the ages of twenty and forty-five years, whether 
citizens or not, resident in the United States, shall be en- 
rolled according to the provisions of this aet, and of the act 
to which this is an amendiment, and form part of the na- 
tional forees; and when a stave of a loyal master shall be 
dratted and mustered into the service of the United States, 
his master shall have a certifieate thercot; and the bounty 
of $100, now payable by law for each drafted man, shall be 
paid to the person to whoin such drafted person owes ser- 
vice orlabor at the time of lis muster into the service of the 
United States, on freeing whe person.”? 


It allowed the disloyal master to retain his 


property in his slave, and if the slave was drafted, 
allowed him to go into the Army and serve in the 


° | PU. wif ° 
[ understand from the Senator from lowa || amendment, for it is anything butan amendment. 


} 


arguing the question as though the money thatis 
to be paid to the drafted men ts to come out of the 
commutation fund; but the bill does not provide 
that it shall come out of the commutation fund, 
There are two different classes of persons pro- 
vided for in this section; one of them the colored 


_ volunteers who have enlisted or may enlist. ‘The 
contemporaneous histary of it in the proceedings 
| in the House of Representatives shows that the 


first part of the section was inserted in that House 


| upon the motion of a distinguished Representa- 


| tive from Pennsylvania, and the last part of it, 


| relating to volunteers, upon the motion of a Rep- 
| resentative from Maryland. Now, what we want 


| to reach in this bill is an opportunity to draft the 


| colored men in the several States. 


I would not 


be particular about this last clause of the section 


ti 


|| simply enrolling them. Then youcan 
|| Buta volunteer is nota drafted man. You pro- 


if it were not already there, 
Mr. HOWE. You get that opportunity to draft 
colored men in every State where md exist by 
raft them. 


pose to use the commutation money raised in one 
State to secure colored volunteers in other States, 


| ; | to avoid drafts within those other States, drafts 
I conceive that that is no violation of the || 


either of colored or white men. That is the in- 


| evitable interpretation, The Senator from Massn- 


| chusetts was entirely correct in his statement of it. 


| 
} 


' 

| 

} 

| 
] 
1} 
| 


i 


| amend that law. 


Mr. WILSON. You do that now under the 
existing law. 
Mr. HOWE. Tunderstard from the chairman, 


| 
| . . . 
| and [ have no doubt he is entirely correct in say- 


ing so, that that is the practical application of the 


|| fund; but the effort of this Congress has been to 


God knows it needed amend- 
ment enough; but do not tell me that this is an 


It is not an improvement; it isachange, but I do 
say with all the deference in the world that it is 
a change for the worse, and not for the better, 
I cannot see the justice or the propriety of it. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. 1 wish some gentleman 


| would explain to me where is the necessity and 


1} 
i} 
| 

i} 


|| 
! 


| 


| 
| 


|| them. 


capacity of a soldier during the war, and then to | 
. 1] 
be dragged back into slavery at the end of the war. | 


The committee of conference have amended this 
provision by striking out “persons of African 
descent’’ in the second line, and inserting ‘ col- 
ored persons;”’ and by inserting after the word 
*‘ thereof,” in the eighth line, the words ‘and 
thereupon’? (that is upon his being mustered into 
the service) **such slave shall be forever free;”’ 
and by striking out in the twelfth and thirteenth 
lines the words, ‘‘ on freeing the person;’’ so that 
it shell be no longer optional with the master 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 


what is the use of incorporating into this bill any 
provision for the purpose of drafting, not colored 
folks, but negroes. Cannot this Administration 


| get enough of that class of people without at- 


tempting to draft them? If there isa slave that 
is unwilling to leave his master and to go into the 
public service to fight what he is told is the battle 
for his freedom, are you going to drag him from 
his home contrary to his own wish? 

Let me say to Misvors that perhaps I have had 
more observation in reference to the power of this 
Administration to get negro soldiers than most of 
I live in a community where I have seen 
the operations of this Administration in that re- 
gard. (hold in my hand a letter which I received 
only a few moments ago, stating that they have 
negro soldiers from Pennsylvania marching 
through the section of country where I live, in- 
ducing away, persuading away the slaves of any 
and everybody, and that in the little village in 
which I live these negro soldiers are now quar- 
tered, marching up and down the streets with 
horrid oaths, and snapping their pistols at white 
men; and the friend that writes to me congratu- 


. : "i 
| lates me that lam in Washington, and hopes that 


whether he shall be free or not, provided he has || I will remain here in peace, because that peaceful 


ouce enlisted. 


village has become unfit to live in by this effort 
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' eer 
to invade the househofds of peaceable, quict citi- \| 
zens, and seduce from their employ their domestic it 


servants. 

Surely, sir, with the efforts this Administration 
is now making in the border slaveholding States, 
sending there negro soldiers with their white offi- 
cers, going to men’s houses, seducing their slaves 
from them in their own presence, i, can getenough 
of this class of soldiers without forcing the faith- | 
ful negro slave into the ranks against his will. | 
The litle experience that we have bad in the lower 
county of the State of Delaware where the few 
sinves we have are, and on the Eastern Shore of | 
Maryland with which Lam somewhat familiar, | 
satisfies me that it is not worth while to incorpo- 
rate in your bill any provision for the compulsory 
service of this class of beings. You have depicted 
to them’a beautiful political Eden, in which they 
are to live and enjoy all the blessings of freedom. 
You have thrown open to them the galleries of | 
this Senate, and to-day they sit among the white 
gentlemen who here congregate, and almost every 
day recently we have scen them in the gallery set 
apart by the Senate for ladies. Do you suppose 
that they are so blind, so insensible to all the ad- 
vantages which your wise legislation proposes in 
their behalf, that they will not appreciate these 
high favors? When you say that all men and all 
women are equal before the law, and not only 
equal before the law but equal socially by throw- 
ing open the galleries of the Senate of the United 
States for their admission, do you suppose that 
they are so obtuse that they will not join in your 
ery for universal freedom and universal equality 
before the law? 

- Sir, the Eastern Shore of Marfland has become 
almost depopulated of this class of people on ac- 
countof the golden visions which you have painted 
to their eyes, and the hopes which you have ex- 
cited in their breasts, hopes never to be realized, 
but still hopes which they fondly believe will be 
realized. 

Sir, I propose not to give counsel to any one, 
but if | were to give any counsel in favor of the 
incorporation of this class of human beings into 
the military organizations of the country, | would | 
not for one moment propose any compulsory mode 
of service upon their part. Ll would only take up 
the beautiful and eloquent diatribes upon the sub- 
ject of human freedom and human liberty and the 
equality of all men before the law; and if I was 
heart and soul in favor of this means of replenish- 
ing yourarmies, | would consent toemploy white 
officers to march slave soldiers through a State, 
ay, and let those white officers read to them these 
golden visions of the future which you have painted 
to their imaginations, and rest assured you would 
find no occasion for compelling the services ofany 
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negro except those who from choice prefer to re- 
main around the original hearthstone near which 
they were born. 

Mr. HOWE. Allow me to say oné@ word to 
the Senator from Delaware now upon this ‘‘ golden 
vision.”’ It has not any particular reference to 
the pending question, I admit, but | want to say 
one word because it will explain a recent vote 
that I gave here in the Senate, and I took no pains 
to explain it then, 

lama stickler for the right of the States to 
select their own representatives here. It is a 
fundamental doctrine with me; and therefore 
when a resolution was pending before the Senate 
a short time since, requiring the members of this 
body before they should take a seat here, to sub- 
scibe an oath different from and in addition to the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution, I felt com- 
pelled to vote against that resolution, because I 
thought it imposed a new restriction upon the 
right of the States to select their own represent- 
atives, I voted against that resolution although 
I knew that my vote might have a tendency to 
preserve in his seat the late colleague of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware; and now can that Senator 
or any one suppose that when I stood up here and 
by my vote defended the right of the State of Del- 
aware to send here such a representative as his 
late colleague was, can it be supposed by any one 
that I would object to the right of Delaware, if 
she saw fit, to send here for a representative a 
man a little darker than his late colleague, but a 
good deal more loyal? Certainly not. No one 
could suppose me guilty of such an inconsistenc 
as that. Itis because linaiet on the right of Del- 
aware to send here acolored citizen if she prefers 
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it. Were I myselfa citizen of Delaware, I should || atives so as to make it correspond with the report 
not vote for a black man if I could find a white || of the committee, and if I am correct in these aj. 
man who was better; but lshould vote for ablack | terations the twenty-sixth section, which is the 
loyal man rather than a white disloyal man, a || one now under consideration, will read as follows: 
great many times; so that whenever the people | “Sc. 26. nd be it further enacted, Thatall able-bodied 
of Delaware ot Wisconsin find that their best rep- |; male colored persons, between the ages of twenty and 


esentative i cke se b || forty-five years, resident in the United States, shall be en- 
resentative is blacker than myself or blacker than || rolled according to the provisions of this act, and of the act 


‘ * . . 
the Senator from Delaware, [ shall insist upon |! to which this isan amendment, and form part of the na 
their constitutional right to send him here to rep- | tional forces; and when a slave of a Joyal master shail be 
resent them, and I hope never to find a Senator || drafted and mustered into the service of the United States, 


here who will gainsay or deny that right. oa on ae Soliant ancl don homaie a Mereapoa 
. . r . a 9 8 ; ay- 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I do not | able by law for each drafted man, shall be paid to the pee. 


understand the remarks of the Senator from Wis- || son to whom such drafted person was owing service or 
consin to have any application to me; but to in- || labor at the time of bis muster into the service of the Uni- 
dylge his wit perhaps, (for I do not think it can be | ted States. 

charged to a desire to irfflulge the malevolence of || So far for the drafted; now as to the colored yol- 
his heart, because from my association with him || unteer: 

I cannot think he possesses that characteristic, ) “The Secretary of War shall appoint a commission jn 


he has made a remark here in reference to my late each of the slave States represented in Congress, charged to 


: hi . . . award to each loyal person to whoma colored volunteer may 
colleague which I think upon reflection he will owe service a just compensation not exceeding $300 for cach 


see is not only unjust in itself but improper to be || such colored volunteer, payable out of the commutation 
made. He referred to the fact that he had no ob- || money, and any such colored volunteer on being mustered 


jection to the State of Delaware sending a repre- into the service shall be free. And in all cases where men 
etasine here. of a lisle darker commlenion bat of color have been heretofore enlisted or have volunteered 

scntative , , pie in the military service of the United States all the provis 

more loyal than my late colleague. ions of this act, so far as the payment of bounty and com 
Now, sir, [ shall enter into no defense of that || pensation are provided, shall be equally applicable as to 

colleague. He was a member of the Senate of || ‘ose who may be hereafter recruited. 

the United States for thirteen years, personally To which section, as thus read, the committee 

known to every member of this body. When || of conference proposes to add the following, di- 

the test oath to which the Senator alludes was pro- || rectly after the last passage I have read: 

posed to be administered to Senators, he deemed “ But the men of color, drafted or enlisted, or who may 

that that oath was unconstitutional and asked a || Volunteer into the military service, whife they shall be cred- 


cere , . . i ited on the quotas of the several States or subdivisions of 
judicial determination of the Senate whether he States wherein they are respectively drafted, enlisted. or 


and other Senators should take it. That decision |) shail volunteer, shall not be assigned as State troops, but 
was made, against an unanswerable argument, in || shall be mustered into regiments or companies as United 
my judgment, made by my former colleague, and || States colored troops.” / 
he came forward and took that oath, having pre- Such will be the entire section twenty-six if it 
viously told you that there was nothing in it that || shall be enacted according to the recommendation 
he could not conscientiously take, and then he re- || of the committee 6f conference, 
tired from this body, surrendering his trust to his My first difficulty is in paying the master of a 
State. When he was in his seat, | do not recol- || slave who has been drafted into the service of the 
lect that the Senator from Wisconsin orany other || United States the bounty of $100. What will be 
Senator upon this floor charged him here in his || the effect? The slave is taken from his master b 
presence with disloyalty. | the draft and coerced into the service of the Uni- 
Mr. HOWE. The Senator will do me the jus- || ted States, for which he is to receive his pay and 
tice to recollect that 1 have pot charged his late || clothing and freedom. He is to receive no bounty; 
colleague with disloyalty to-day. nothing but his pay and clothing. Being a slave 
Mr.SAULSBURY. lask the Senator whether || when he was enrolled and drafted, he was pos- 
he did not say that he had no objection to the State || sessed of no property on the face of the earth; he 
of Delaware sending a representative here a little || was totally destitute of property of any kind, 
darker but more loyal than my late colleague. whether lands or goods. On being discharged 
Mr. HOWE. Substantially. from the service at the end of his term, he goes 
Mr.SAULSBURY. Then, sir, whatis theim- || out upon the world with nothing whatever in his 
plication? That my late colleague was nota loyal || pocket except the remainder of the pay which he 
man. Well, sir, if the term *loyalty’”’ is to be || may have received. It is true he is a freeman, 
used in the sense which I saw it was before a || but he has no money; he is turned out totally 
committee of investigation, the Committee on the || helpless upon the world to shift for himself, with- 
Judiciary, as reported in the papers, ‘* loyalty to || out any aid whatever from the Government in the 
the negro’’—if that be a test of loyalty, real loy- || shape of bounty or further compensation. We 
alty to the Government and the Constitution of || have heard a great deal said about treating the 
this country, | have no doubt that my late col- || white and colored troops in the same manner, and 
league would rejoice in the appellation of being | placing them upon the same footing as to com- 
a disloyal man; and who would not? I would. || pensation. This makesa distinction greatly to the 
But if loyalty means fidelity to the constitutional || prejudice of the colored soldier. 
Government established by our fathers, to the ut, sir, the section goes on and declares that 
Constitution of this country as adopted by men || where colored soldiers have volunteered into the 
in whose presence—I say it without either mean-.|| service of the United States, the master, if the 
ing or designing personal offense to anybody— || negro soldier was a slave, shall receive a sum, to 
the statesmen of the present day are pigmies in || be awarded by a commission to be appointed by 
the presence of giants; if loyalty means devotion || the Secretary of War, not to exceed $300; and 
to that Constitution and that constitutional form || the fund from which this payment is to be made 
of government, then when my colleague was here || is made up of the commutation money which is 
the Senator from Wisconsin and no other Senator || paid by persons who contr?bute their money in- 
charged him with disloyalty in that sense of the || stead of their services. This clause is equally 
term. : objectionable upon the ground of injustice with 
Sir, [do not intend to extend these remarks. || the former one; because, instead of giving any- 
I have only made them such as | have because || thing to the colored soldier, it gives everything to 
a former colleague is not here to defend him- || his master. The colored soldier, therefore, under 
self; but I doubt not that on all occasions when || this clause is by no means on an equal footing 
he shall be present in any body and he ischarged || with the white, soldier. 
directly or by implication with a want of fidelity Then again as it strikes me—I speak with great 
as a citizen to the Constitution and Government respect and great deference to the committee who 
of his country, he will give ‘such an answer as || have reported this amendment—it is doing great 
becomes a gentleman, and such an answer asa injustice to-the loyal States whose people make 
brave man knows how to make. up this commutation fund. What will be the ef- 
_ Mr. HOWARD. I find, sir, some difficulty || fect? A very large fund, amounting to millions 
in voting for this amendment suggested by the || upon millions of dollars, will undoubtedly be ac- 
committee of conference, and in order to show || cumulated in the form of commutation money, 
what the bill will be if it shall be enacted in the || and the effect will be to allow the Secretary of 
language of the report of that committee I will ar to lay his hand upon this fund and pay 1 
read the twenty-sixth section, so that we may || out in order to procure colored volunteers 1n the 
know exactly what we are voting for or against. || slaveholding loyal States without givingany credit 
I have taken some little pains to alter the text of || whatever for it to the States whose people con- 
the bill as it came from the House of Represent- || tribute the money. Take my own State, for in- 
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1864. | 
tance. Suppose a certain number of troops are 


required to be contributed by Michigan, and a large | 


portion of the persons included in the enrollment 
see fit not to render their personal service but to 
pay $300 each. This money is to be taken by 
the Secretary of War and employed in purchas- 
ing up colored troops in Kentucky or in any other 
portion of the United States to any amount, taking 
the mouey of my constituents and procuring black 
troops with it, without crediting my constituents 
with a single man for the money they thus con- 
tribute, no matter how large the sum may be. 

it seems to me this is another case of injus- 
tice and hardship. 1 think it will not be very ac- 
ceptable to the mass of the people of the loyal 
States. They will not be entirely willing, I fear, 
to contribute their cold cash in order to exempt 
themselves from u draft, and have that cash em- 
ployed in slaveholding States in the purchase, so 
to speak, of black troops, while they themselves 
get no credit for-it at home. They may endure 
it, sir. The times are of such a character as to 
make us submit to almost anything the Govern- 
ment may ask; but I submit to Senators that this 
is acase of hardship which ought, if possible, to 
be avoided. 

Much is said, Mr. President, about the slave 
being private property, and being private prop- 
erty understhe Constitution. I cannot regard a 
slave as private panty in the sense of the Con- 
stitution. IL hold that that instrument contains 
no guarantee whatever of slave property; and as 
held by the courts it recognizes slavery only in 
that clause which authorizes the rendition of fu- 
gitives from one State to another; and when gen- 
tlemen tell me that a slave is by virtue of the Con- 
stitution not a person but private property, I take 
issue with them. [hold that every person called 
a slave in the slave States is just as much liable 
to render military service for the defense of the 
United States as a white persgn, and that he isto 
be treated in the same way we treat white per- 
sons who are employed in that service. 


The Constitution declares, it is true, that pri- | 


vate property shall not be taken for public use 
without just compensation. What did the Con- 


vention mean when they used that language? |, 
Did they mean to affirm the modern doctrine that || 


there was or could be property in man? Or did 
they mean by the word ‘* property”’ in that con- 
nection only those things which are the subjects 
of property by the common law of England? 
Do we not always in construing the Constitution 
of the United States have reference to the common 
law as it existed at the time of the formation of 
the Constitution, and will any gentleman tell me 
that by the common law of England at that time 
the courts of England recognized property in 
man® We all know quite well they did not, but 
they. rejected that assumption at that time, and 
have done so ever since. So that | cannot agree 
with Senators who contend that under this clause 
the Government of the United States when it secs 
fit to lay its hand on negroes for the purpose of 
defending the country in time of war is violating 
the right of property by refusing to pay slave- 
holders for the slaves thus employed. 

Sir, there is no doubt about the power of Con- 
gress to seize upon the minor son of a citizen of 
the United States and compel him to render mil- 
ilary service, or to seize upon the apprentice of 
any master and compel him to render the same 
service; but is the son the property of the father? 
is the apprentice the property of the master? No, 
sir, no one will pretend this. They are persons. 
But are they not just as much property in the 
sense of the Constitution as negro slaves are 
property? 

When you take the only son of a widow, as 
you may do, when you take the sole prop of aged 
and infirm parents and force them into the mili- 
‘ary service, you do not reward the parents, you 
do not give the money to the parents, you do not 
give the bounty to the parents. You give those 
rewards to the soldier whom you take and force 
into the military service, and do it because he is 
& person, not property. And still, sir, there is 
ho more right of property appertaining to the 
slaveholder than to the father or to the master. 

What is this property which is claimed to be- 
long to the slaveholder? Is it property in the 
flesh and bones of the slave? No, sir. We all 
know that the negro slave, although a slave, is 

eld to be morally resporisible and amenable in 
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know that the son is amenable for crime; 














| the courts of justice for the commission of crime. 
Is a mere chattel amenable for crime? No, sir! 


we knoW that the apprentice is amenable for 
crime. . The owner of a slave is restrained by the 
law of the community where he lives in various 
ways from committing gutrages upon his slave; 
and there is nothing in the case by which he can 
lay a claim for property, except the mere service 
of the slave. You do not own his bones, you 
do not own his hands, or his head, or his heart, 
or his soul; you cannot dispose of him as you 
may of any ordinary article of property. In re- 
| gard to property as understood at common law, 
the owner has the absolute right to destroy it at 
will, provided he commits no injury to his neigh- 
bor in so doing. Can you do so with the slave? 
No. 

The only thing, I repeat, to which the master 
can lay any claim whatever, is the service of the 
slave. The father enforces the same claim to the 
service of a son, the master to the service of his 
apprentice; but, sir, we do not pay the father, we 
do not pay the master; but we pay the money to 
the son or to the apprentice when we call the one 
or the other into the military service. Why not 
do the same in regard to the slave? Where is the 
distinction in principle? 

Gentlemen say, ‘* If you take our slaves, you 
ought to pay us for them.’’ The father may 
make the same reply, and so may the master of 
an apprentice; but we never do so; we never pay 
either. 

Now, sir, when the necessities of the country 
are suciras to call on any portion of its popula- 
tion for military service for its defense, | see no 
reason whatever for exempting the slave. 1 sce 
no ground whatever why the owner of the slave 
should be entitled to any privilege or any immu- 
nity which does not belong at least to the father 
or to the master of the apprentice. I think, sir, 
the distinction is entirely without any foundation, 
and that the Government havea right, whenever 
they shall say the word, to take the slave, to force 
him into the military service and compel him to 
defend the country. But, sir, in doing this I sub- 
mit we should be doing a very contemptible thing 
not to give this same slave his freedom. I main- 
tain that the moment you muster a slave into the 
service of the United States, you do upon prin- 
ciples of law, ipso facto, forever emancipate him 
from the control of his master. I assert it as an 
abstract principle of law, that the freedom of the 
slave is an immediate and irresistible result of 
such an employment of the slave. I would there- 
fore not pay the slaveholder one dollar, either for 
the emancipation of his slave or for bounty. For 
these reasons I shall be compelled to vote against 
this bill. 

Mr.JOHNSON. Mr. President, because of the 
necessity under which we supposed the Govern- 
ment was to raise more troops in order to keep a 
force sufficient to put down this rebellion, it has 
been deemed necessary by both Houses of Con- 
gress to pass a bill something of the description 
of the one which I hold in my hand, and which 
is now before the Senate, The debate which has 
arisen has grown out of the twenty-sixth section 
of the bill as reported by the committee of con- 
ference. That section, if I recollect aright, was 
inserted in the bill by the House of Representa- 
tives, and the object of the section is twofold: it 
provides first, that in case a colored soldier be 
drafted, $100 shall at once be paid asa bounty to 
his master; and second, where they have volun- 
teered, that a commission shall be appointed to 
ascertain how much shall be paid, provided the 
amount is not to exceed $300, and that amount, 
so ascertained to be due by the commission to be 
constituted under this section, is to be paid the 
owner provided he be a loyal man. 

The Reosnen from Kentucky and the Senator 
from Delaware have assumed what I think can- 
not be maintained, that there is no authority to 
bring into the military service of the United States 
slaves. I do not propose to argue that question 
now, because | have already stated to the Senate 
on a former occasion what was my opinion in re- 
lation to it. Butl suppose that the Senator from 
Delaware and ¢he Senator from Kentucky par- 
ticularly place their opposition to that power on 
the ground that there 1s no authority to conscript 
soldiers, for, ifthere is an authority to conscript, 
it seems to me inevitably to follow that it can be 
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exercised over all persons in the United States 
without reference to color or condition who are 
bound by an allegiance to the United States. 

Whether any of these colored persons are in 
that condition which entitles the master to be paid 
if he be brought into the service of the United 
States is another question. The honorable mem- 
ber from Michigan is of opinion that inasmuch as 
a slave owes allegiance to the United States, and 
may be called upon to be a soldier of the United 
States, he is to be considered as standing in the 
same condition with every white man, and espe- 
cially in the condition of a minor son of a living 
father or mother, or ofan apprentice; and he says, 
moreover, that the provision in the Constitution 
which prohibits the appropriation of private prop- 
erty for public use without compensation—— 

Mr. HOWARD. Willthe Senator pardon me 
for interrupting him for a moment? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. Iecertainly ditt not say that a 
son or an apprentice stood in the same relation to 
the father or the master that a slave stands to his 
master. ‘That is an inference of the Senator, not 
what L snide 

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not understand the 
Senator to say that the son of a white man or 
woman was a slave; but I meant to say that lL 
understood the honorable member as contending 
that because of the relationship of son to father 
or mother, and the relationship of apprentice to 
master, there is#o more reason why you should 
compensate the owner of a slave if you take him 
| into the service of the United States than there is 
to compensate, in the one case, the father or the 
mother, and, in the other case, the master; and 
the honorable member from Michigan, with that 
astuteness which very often belongs to our pro- 
fession, thinks he finds in the fact that the Con- 
stitution of the United States nowhere declares 
—and there is no law outside of the Constitution 
which declares that the master owned the bone, 
the heart, or any of the features of his slave— 
that he has no property in his slave, and he can- 
not dispose of his bone, nor dispose of his heart, 
nor dispose of anything else physically belonging 
to him; and because he cannot, according to the 
| view of my honorable friend from Michigan, he 
supposes that the master has no property in the 
slave. Why, sir, he does dispose of the heart 
and the bone of the slave. The honorable mem- 
ber admits that the Constitution of the United 
States secures the master in the service of his 
slave, and we all know that at the time the Con- 
stitution was adopted the system of slavery ex- 
isted in nearly all the States in the Union, and 
that, under that system of slavery, the right to 
the service of the slave gave to the master the 
right to dispose of the slave; and I imagine if he 
disposed of the slave he disposed of his bones and 
his heart for the time being. You, cannot sepa- 
rate the right to the service from the man himself, 
If you give an absolute right in one man as against 
another to the services of that other, and give it to 
such an extent that he may dispose of it by will 
and make it responsible for his debts, you give 
him an interest in everything in the man without 
declaring by law that he has or shall have a spe- 
cific interest in his heart and bones. 

Then the honorable member tells us that the 
Constitution of the United States, in that clause 
which exempts private property from public use 
except on compensation, is to be construed with 
reference to the common Jaw, and he assumes as 
true that by the common law, as it existed in 
1789, there could be no property in slaves. That 
is not so, with due deference to the honorable 
member. Slavery existed in the common law 
long after 1789. If the honorable member will 
look to a decision pronounced at a much more 
recent period than that, by Lord Stowell, he will 
find that, overruling the decision of Lord Mans- 
field in the Somersett case, he held, that as sla- 
very was recognized in the West Indies at that 
time, a slave who came to England, where it was 
not recognized, was still a slave, and the master 
had a right to take him away as against the law 
_of England; repudiating the doctrine of Lord 
|| Mansfield, that the air of England was so pure 
|| that slavery could not exist within its influence. 
|| And if my honorable friend will look at his Black- 
|| stone (and considering his familiarity with it I 
|| um a little surprised that it should have escaped 
|| him) he will find that the right to this description 
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of property is considered asa right to property; 
and the only question in such a case is, what 1s 
the extent of the right?) Whatever it is, as be- 
tween master and slave, the master is, to the ex- 
tent that he is entitled to the service, the owner; 
and you eaunot, as it seems to me, distinguish, 
if there be ownership, between this kind of prop- 
erty and any other kind of property. 

But, Mr. President, if it was not sol should 
like to know upon what ground, logical or other- 
wise, historical or otherwise, the honorable mem- 
ber from Michigan is justified in saying that that 
clause inthe Constitution is to be considered with 
reference to what was property under the laws of 
England in 1789. Sir, the Constitution was adopt- 
ed for the United States. Every one of the pro- 
visions put in there with reference to property or 
to anything else intended to be guaraniees, was 
putin for the purpose of protecting the citizens 
of the United States, as they then were under their 
system of laws As that system then existed. My 
honorable friend from Michigan will not 7 I 
am sure, that in the slave States in 1789, and in- 
deed in most of the States that are now free, slave 
property was just as well known as property as 
any chattel. When, therefore, the Convention 
put into that clause a provision that no private 
property should be taken for public use without 
compensation, upon what ground of reasoning is 
it that the honorable member claims the right of 
excepting from that clause any particular species 
of property? * 

The only ground alleged is that this particular 
species of property was property not known to the 
common law. But we were not making aconsti- 
tution for England or for any part of the world 
except for ourselves. What we intended was to 
protect ourselves by those several guarantces; and 
whatever, therefore, was the condition of the Uni- 
ted States in 1789, with reference to slave prop- 
erty was intended to be protected by that clause 
as well as any other description of property. 
Now, in the slave States—I believe some of the 
States have modified it under the influence which 
was certain, independent of positiye legislation 
or war, sooner or later to obliterate this stain upon 
the escuicheon of a free Republic, slavery—their 
laws have been modified; and under nearly all 
the laws of all the States this species of prop- 
erty 

~Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator answer me 
one question? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWARD. It isthis: whether it would 
be competent for the Congress of the United States, 
under that particular clause of the Constitution, 
to take and set free the entire slave population of 
the United States on making compensation to the 
slaveholders? Has Congress that powcr under 
the Constitution? What are his views on that 
question? 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is a question I am not 
prepared to answer. What I mean tosay is this: 
if they cannot do it, it is not because of the ob- 
jection that this property is not under the provis- 
ion of that clause. If they cannot do it, it is be- 
cause such legislation as that would not be an 
appropriation of this kind of property to public 
use; thatisall. If the courtshall decide that the 
Legislature itself has the nuthority to decide what 
is necessary to be taken for public use, and Con- 
gress in its legislative capacity shall decide that 
all the slaves in the United States shall be set free, 
because it is useful to the United States that they 
should be set free, then they would decide that the 
law was operative, but they would require the 
United States to pay just as much 

Mr. HOWARD. Undoubtedly; but then who 
is to judge of the necessity for taking property, 
whether slave property or other property? 

Mr. JOHNSON. ‘The sovereign, always. 

Mr. HOWARD. §Isnot the jadgment of Con- 








gress on that point conclusive? Has a court a | 


right to inquire into the degree of necessity? Is 
not the decision of Congress final on the subject? 
Suppose Congress should decide it to be neces- 
sary to take all the slave property of the United 
States on making compensation, would they not, 


according to the construction of the Senator from | 


Maryland of this particular clause, have the right 
to emancipate every slave in the United States 
under this particular clause? It strikes me they 
would, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Unquestionably with this 


limitation. Whatever is public use and public 
necessity with reference to the appropriation of 
private property must be for the exciasive determ- 
ination of Congress. There is no doubt about 
(hat; and the only question before the court, should 
the case arise, would be whether this was public 
use. It does not follow, because Congress in 
cases of public danger lave the authority to de- 
cide for themselves the necessity of appropriating 


| property for that purpose, that it binds everty- | 
|| body. ‘It does not follow because they have that 


power, that Congress is vested with the power to 
take property fora use not public. Forexample, 
Congress could not say.that the slaves in Mary- 
land should be taken and given to the owners of 


slaves or of anybody else out of Maryland, or to | 


take them from the present owne.3 and give them 

to other citizens in Maryland; for that would be 

obviously ot an appropriation of private prop- 

erty for public use, but a mere change of owner- 
| ship. 


| Mr. HOWARD. The language of the Con- 


stitution is, taken for public use,’’ not appro- || 


| priated for public use. 
. Mr. JOHNSON. Well, “taken for public 
| use.”? What I intended to say just now was, 
| that I was not prepared to answer whether Con- 
|| gress under its gencral power has not the author- 
|| ity to manumit all negroes for the public use; 
which would be the result of emancipation. But 
upon that question I do not wish to be considered 
as standing committed. ’ 

But there isa great difference between slave 
property and the property the father has in his 
| child and the master in hisapprentice. ‘The father 
| cannot sell his child; he cannot devise his child; 
nor can a guardian dispose of his ward; noris the 
| ward nor the child responsible for the debts of the 
| guardian or the debts of the parent; nor can the 
apprentice be disposed of by the master. Itisa 
personal service for a temporary period which 
gives only to the particular master the authority 
te hold the apprentice, and binds the apprentice 
only to discharge his duty to the particular mas- 
ter; that is all. 

My honorable friend from Kentucky and my 
friend from Delaware objected to this clause on a 
different ground. They say, and I do not pro- 
pose now to discuss that question, there Is no 
| authority to take these slaves. That has been 
decided. ‘They have been taken, and they will 
| continue to be taken. You have now some forty 
or fifty thousand or more of these troops in the 
actual service of the United States; and the ques- 
tion for us is, even if I agreed that there was any 
| authority to take them, what is the best thing we 

can do for theowner? They are taken new with- 
out compensation; the master gets nothing; and 
if you do not pass a bill similar to this seetion, 
they will continue to be taken and the master will 
get nothing. 

What does this sectién do? In the first place 
it proposes, instead of leaving the matter as it 
now is—and that, in my view, is a very greatim- 
provement and a very great amelioration of the 
condition of the masters in the slave States—that 
| all the slaves capable of bearing arms shall be en- 











rolled. The difficulty that we have had in Mary- 
land, the wrong, as I think, that has been per- 


pone upon the people of Maryland—Kentucky 
| has so far escaped; Delaware has not escaped; she 





ing officers go into our households and take away 
the men and the women justas they please. They 
take all from one man and none from another. 


time carry on his farming operations, and they 
leave another untouched. 





| did in the last particular in Missouri. When I 
_ went to him with our Governor and complained 
_ of what was actually being done in reference to 
| Our negrocs on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
| I told him his order to General Schofield and Gen- 





has suffered the same wrong—is, that these recruit- 


They have the power of selection. They may 
ruin anybody if they think proper to do it, so far 
as he ean be ruined by taking from him all the 
labor by which he is able aud can alone for the 


My opinion from the start has been, and I ven- 
tured to tell the President, that if he wished to 
have these black troops the proper mode was to 
have them enrolled and Jet them be drafted as 
others were, leaving them, with the consent of 
their masters, to volunteer; and that is what he 


eral Schofield’s order in pursuance of it, did not 
|, authorize the txking of any negroes into the mil- 
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itary service of the United States without the con. 
sent of the owner, and | uuderstood him at the 
time to say that that was precisely what he jn. 
tended, and what he should carry out. But other 
counsels prevailed, and his officers were permitted 
to go through Maryland and go through Dela. 
ware, and go through Missouri afterwards, and 
take whom they pleased. 

Now what I want is, that that should be eor. 
rected, to the extent at least of having all enrolled 
‘|| and let each master stand on the same footing, 
If his servant is drafted, this bill, provided he js 
a loyal master, gives him $100. He does not get 
that now. He does not geta dollar. If his ser. 

vant volunteers, and he is a loyal master, he re- 

ceives $300. That is so much gained. We have 
| lost out of Maryland, | think, some ten or twelve 
, thousand men who have been taken into the mili- 
i tary service, and their wives and their children 
|| have gone with them. This bill does not pro- 
|| pose to pay for the wives and vhildren, but jt 
|, proposes to pay $300 for each one of our men, 
| provided the commission for which the section 
} provides shall find that they are worth three hun- 
|| dred dollars or more, limiting the amount, if they 
|| should be found to be worth more, to $300. Ido 
|| not see upon what ground, as Matters now stand, 
| my ree from Kentucky can object to a pro- 

vision of this description. It gives eur people 

something when, unless you pass it, they will 
|| get nothing. 

But, Mr. President, it does more than that. It 
in a great measure satisfies the people whose in- 
terests are affected. They are now burning under 
what they believe to be wrong. Their property 
is taken without any compensatton atall. The 
majority of the slaveholdersin Maryland, I think 

I can say with truth, have been perfectly willing 
| from the first, or at any rate within the Jast year, 
that all the able-bodied slaves in Maryland should 
be taken provided the master received anything like 
a reasonable compensation. Now, what have you 
done? When the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan and the honorable member from Wisconsin 
and the member from Minnesota say they are un- 
willing to pay anything for this specics of prop- 
erty, they forget what they have done; and in 
saying that they forgot what they have done, | 
| mean what Congress has done. -You passed a 
resolution—and I do not know but those Senators 
voted for it—promising what was called compen- 
sated emancipation. You told Maryland, there- 
fore, and you told us all, * Let your slaves be free 
and you shall receive compensation.”’ It passed 
by an almost unanimous vote. It did not ap- 

ropriate the money, but said in substance the 

nited States would pay. When you emanci- 
pated the slaves of this District, you authorized a 
commissivn to be constituted, and voted « sum 
not to exeeed an average of $300 for each slave. 
You passed a bill for Missouri which appropriated 
some twenty million dollars for the same purpose. 

I submit, therefore, to the honorable member 
from Minnesota and to the honorable Senator 
from Michigan that it is too late now to say that 
that principle was not one sanctioned by the Con- 
stitution. Good faith is as dear to a Government 
as toan individual. A matured policy held outto 
the citizen as an inducement to regulate his con- 
duct, if not adhered to, is just as much a violation 
of public faith as the same conduct on the part of 
an individual would be a violation of private faith. 

Whatare you to do with this money unless you 
appropriate itinthat way? ‘The honorable mem- 
ber from Michigan says that the $300 which the 
men of Michigan who are drafied may have to 
pay into the ‘T'reasury, they will not consent shall 
| be appropriated tothispurpose. They can avoid 
| that by not paying it and going into the Army 
| themselves. Thatis a difficulty easily obviated. 
| If their patriotism is so exuberant that they are 

unwilling that the owner of this slave properly 

who is ruined for the time by having his properly 

taken for the public use shall be paid out of any 

money coming from themselves, let them slow 
| their patriotism and show the indignation in which 
| they hold the feeling by going into the Army and 
| covering their State with still more glory than she 
|| has already achieved. What is to be done with 
|| the money? You are to use it for bounties, ar 
you not?) What difference does it make to you 
whether you give the bounty to the owner of 4 
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black man or to a white man who goes into - 
| service? The result is the same provided it be 





